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« | have not judged it to be necessary to direct 
‘ manders bv sea or fand, in this conjoint service.” 


9)’h Dec. 1509. 





ONDON, 


any Military Inquiry into the conduct of my Com- 
KInG’s ANSW5R TO THR PETITION OF THE City oF 





4 | — 
WALCHEREN INQUIRY. 


MepicaL DeparTMENT. it is hardly 
ecessary to remind the reader, First, 
bat, when (on the 20th of December last) 
he Cy of London petitioned, in the most 
subwissive manner, lo cause an Inguiry to 
he made into the causes of our failure and 
osses in the late Expedition to Holland, 
he king was advised by his ministers to 
ell the supplant Londoners, that he, for 
is part, had not judsed it-WReessary to di- 
ecl any such Inquiry to take place, and that 
twould be for his parliament, in their wis- 
om, to ask for such information, or te 
take such measures upon the subject, as 
they. should judge most conducive to the 
public good.—-SECoNDLY, that, when the 
Parliament met, onthe 23d of January, 
hey were told, in the Sprecu (See p. 
113 of this Volume,) that his Majesty had 
riven directions that such documents and 
papews sould be laid before them as he trusted 
would afford satisfactory information upon 
he subject of the expedition.—THinpD.y, that 
this intimation on the part of the minis- 
ers, that they would lay before the parlia 
prient such documents and such only as they 
Bhought proper, which was, in fact, the pur- 
port of this part of the Speech, did not 
sutisfy the House vf Commons.—Fourru- 
* that, on the 26th of January, Lorp 
Poxcntsrer, in a very eloquent speech, 
‘rged the necessity of an Inquiry in a 
-ommittee of fhe whole House, and, hav- 
ms concluded with a specific motion to 
at elect, his motion was opposed by the 





ti 


iusters, who still wished the House to be 
‘atished with the papers they intended 
0 lay befure them : but, that, upon a 
“ston, the ministers were defeated, and, 
accordingly, the House resolved to go 
~~ the Inquiry themselves. These 
‘ngs are fresh in the reader’s memory ; 
we he has heard enough of the cause 
he ch has prevented the public from 
Mae day by day, asin the case of 
'S. Clarke and the Duke of York, what 
7 transpired as to the Inquiry.——The 
‘oo. laid before the House upon 
© subject, and also the minutes of the 
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evidence, are printed by order of the 
rHouse, and, as far, 1 suppose, asst has 
been practicable, they are published in the 
Daily news-papers; but, as this matter 
comes out in such masses, it is impossible 
for any daily paper to insert the whole of 
it, without excluding almost every thing 
else from its columns. Of course it is not 
in my power to jusert, in the Register, a 
tenth part of this matter; the whole of 
which will, however, be inserted in the 
Parliamentary Debates.—— But, there 
are particular parts, which [ am (in the 
way of analysis, at least) able to lay be- 
fore my readers, one of which parts 1s the 
Correspondence, the never-to-be forgotten 
correspondence, relating to the MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT. This part of the subject is, 
of itself, a complete point. We here see 
the rise of the sickness amongst our un- 
happy countrymen; we hear their calls 
for medical aid; we see the measures 
taken at home, in consequence of that 
cali; we see the space of time thatelapsed 
between the date of the call, the date of 
the lamentable cries of the sick, and the 
date of the actual sending offofthe medi- 
cal aid that they called for; and, from a 
full and fair view of the whole, we are 
enabled to form a correct opinion of the 
character of that ministry, under whose 
sway the nation was at the time, and still 
is; we are enabled to judge in what de- 
gree, if in any, the nation has to ascribe 
its loss in valuable lives to them. } 
shall do very little more than quote and 
analyse. Few remarks will be necessary ; 
and, if the documents themselves were 
likely to find their way into the hands oi 
my readers, I should think it wholly un- 
necessary to make even ananalysis of their 
contents, which speak so plainly as to 
render it alinost impossible that . they 
should be misunderstood. I shall pursue 
the chronological order, as being the best 
calculated to show clearly the degree of 
dispatch which was used in sending off 
medical assistance to Walcheren. The 








reader will keep his attention constantly 
fixed upon the dates; and, 1 can assure 
him, that, such is the manner, in which the 
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papers have been laid before the House of 
Commons, or, at least, in which they have 
been printed, that it is wo easy matter to 
pick out and place in due order the seve- 
ral letters relating to any one subject. 
No erder at all seems to have been fol- 
lowed: but masses of letters are thrown 
together, as if it had, in many Cases, been 
done promiscuously. 

On the 20th of Aucust Mr. Joun Wepse, 
Inspector of our hospitals at Walcheren, 
makes the first communication upon the 
subject of the sickness in the army. ‘This 
he does in a Letter to the SurGron GENE- 
rat in England, whom he informs of the 
appearance of the fever, which has attack- 
ed from six to eight men in each regi- 
ment upon an average, and requests him, 
at the same time, to send back all the 
medical officers ave gone to Eng- 
Jand with the wounded, because their pre- 
sence is urgently wanted in Walcheren. 
Mr. Webbe, under the same date, sends 
for the additional aid of 2 Physicians, 
4 Surgeons, 1 Deputy Purveyor, and 12 
Hospital Mates. 

On the 27t4 of August, Mr. WEBBE writes 
again tothe Surceon Genera, inform- 
ing him of the rapid progress of the sick- 
ness. 
sick is very considerable; that it not only 
daily increases, but, from the information 
he has got respecting the season of the 
sickness, it must be expected to go on in- 
creasing ; that foreseeing, as he did, that 
the army would be very sickly, he begged 
leave to amend his former application 
for additional aid, and, instead of 2 phy- 
siciams to call for 4, and also for 20 hospi- 
tal maies instead of 12. 

On the 31sé¢ of August, Sin Eyre Coors, 


WHO h 


then having the command in the island of 


Walcheren, writes home to Lord Castle- 
reagh, enclosing a letter from Mr. Weane, 
applying in the most urgent manner for medi- 
eal assistance; and, Sir E. Coote adds, 
from himself, that the sick of the army is 
sncreasing daily to a most alarming degree. 
The letter of Mr. Wesne to Sir E. 
Coote I will insert at full length, it being 
of great consequence that we should have 
before us the exact representation, which 
was made io the ministry of the state of our 
unfortunate countrymen, very soon after 
the breaking out of the disease. We 
shall, then, see what they did; how they 
bestirred themselves ; what dispatch was 
used in consequence of the lamentable 
ealls from Walcheren. 
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Ye tells him, that the number of 
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From Mr. Webbe to Sir E. Cooie 
Middleburgh, ‘31st Aug. 1809, 


« Sir, Ido myself the honour of repre. 
“ senting to you, that the ¢ivisicns of the 
“army, Which are in Sou:h Bevelang ang 
“in Waicheren, are becoming soex:reme. 
«ly sickly, and the medica! 61. vers hot 
« of the regiments and Of the stat! cre sup. 
«fering so severely from the effects of ile 
climate, and the excessive duty they 
have to perform, that it is with the i: 
«most diihicuity, that we can have it 
«sick of this island properly aitended \ 
« A pressing requisition was sent fr 
“ Flushing, yesterday, for medical aid, hut 
“ it was not possible to com) ly wiih it, 
« Surgeon Liddendale, who is s'a toned 
« here, was instructed, however, to muike 
“such arrangements as will enc b's 
“to carry on the service for the pyeveit 
«without injury to the men. L have 
“th moment received a positive order 
from the adjutant general, desiring that 
« one physician, one staff surgeon, and one 
« hospital mate, should be sent forthwith 
‘to South Beveland. It is with concern 
“JT am obliged to add, that I have but 
“one medical officer (a staff surgeon) 
“whom I can possibly spare from tis 
« place without leaving a portion of tht 
«¢ sick unattended to. Under these ci 
cumstances of great and evident difficu’. 
‘ty, and with the certainty of our wants 
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“increasing rapidly, and our means 0 
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“meeting them diminishing by the sick 








“ ness of medical officers, I beg to submit 
“to your consideration the absolute neces 
“< ty-of sending express to England for med 
cal aid, and of applying that a fast sailing 
“« vessel should be appointed to bring out iW 
“ assistance that is so urgently required.”’ 


Well, reader, now let us see what w 
done at home, in consequence of ths 
pressing letter. Let us now see, what w4 
done by the ministry, in answer to thts 
call on the part of our dying countrymel 
Let us see, whether the ministry, whos 
fiscal agents, whose inspectors of taxes 4! 
so alert; let us see, whether this minis’; 
who claim so much upon the score oi '* 
gour ; let us see, whether the vigorous ™" 
nistry did send off a fast-sailing ves 
with medical aid. 

On the 2nd of September, at latest, >! 


Eyre Coore’s letter to Lord Castlereagh 


was received in the famed Down! 
Street. Oh! shat Street '—There, how 
ever, on the 2nd of September, at lates: 
the Letter of sir E. Coote, together w'” 
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he above-inserted letter of Mr. Webbe, 

have been received ; becanse, as we 
presently see, on that day, Lord 
auere gh wrete to the Commander in 
Yuet (Sir David Dundas) in consequence 
faving received those letters. ——'The 
euder will not only carry the dates along 
: his mind, whereby to judge of the dés- 
> oh that was made use of ; but, he will 


must 


hail 


; 
‘ae 


ar mn mind the pressing language of 


lr. Webbe. He will see, that a know- 


Medve of the existence of the disease and 


its imcrease was ollicially communi- 
aied to the Surgeon General in England 
n ihe 27th of August ; and that, ina very 
w days afterwards, the ministry were in- 
ormed of the whole ef the alarming cir- 
phe As Well: now - re 
umstances. Weill, now, Wilat aid 
ord Castlereagh, the war-minister, do, 
hen he heard that our poor fellows were 
‘ag inthe swamps of Zealand: thatthe 
aire mine sw at ps Or Zeaianad 9 tNat the 
sedical officers there were themselves 
uffering somuch from sickness, that it was 
the utmost difficulty that the sick 
ould be properly attended to; when he 
beard that a pressing requisition for medi- 


al aid had been sent from Flushing to 
+S S50 @ 


liddieburgh, which it was not possible to 
} 1 “ ! 
omply with; when he heard that the Ad- 





utant General had given a positive order | 


0 Mr. Webbe to send to Beveland: three 
hedical officers, and that Mr. Webbe 
owid by no means spare more than one; 
hen he heard that the calamity was 
pally increasing and the means of meet- 
ig it daily diminishing by the -sick- 
hess of medical officers; when he heard 
ir, Webbe beseechiag Sir E. Coote to 
nd off express to England for medical aid, 
nd to apply for a fast sailing vessel for the 
bringing of that aid; what, in this case, 
| tis urgent Case, in this case of unpa- 
alleled urgency, what did Lord Castle- 
“9g, one of the vigorous ministry; what 
id le do ? Why, he wrote the following 
‘ter, the effects produced by which 
alterwards be our business to trace. 


Copy of a Letter from Ld. Castlereagh to 


Sir D. Dundas, dated Downing Street, 
2nd Sept. 1809. 


will 


; “Sit;—-T transmit to you herewith 
“Opies of a Letter I have received from 
— General Sir Eyre Coote, and its 
-_ sures, statiug the want of addi- 
tional Medical Assistance in the Island of 
; dicheren 5 and I am to desire you will 
‘ € the earliest Measures for having the 
; Ssistance i ary sent without delay.— 
am also to esire you will call upon 
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“ the Medical Board to consider the na- 
“ture of the disease prevalent in Wal- 
“ cheren, and to forward the medicines in 
“ sufficient quantities, which moy be 
“ deemed suflicient for the cure and coun- 
* teraction of the disorder there preva. 
“ fent.—You will also be pleased to cone 
“ sider whether there are any other comforts 
“ necessary for the troops which can be 
‘ furnished from hence.”’ 


”~ 


Weill, what now? Why, on the $rd of 


Sepiember, Sir Daviv Di NDAS, does —., . 
does what? Why he “ commands” a pers 
son of the name of J. W. Gorpon, his 
Secretary, most likely, to do what? Why, 
to wri/e to another person of the name of 
Francis Moors, Use. (who is, it would 
seem from other letters, a Deputy. to the 
Secretary at War) de. wing the said j rancis 
Moore, Esq. to move “ bh 
(meaning, apparently Lord L, Gower, then 
secretary at War) to order the Medical 
Board to send the medical aid and stores 
required, and further to require that a 
report may be made to Sir D. Dandas of 
the names of the persons and of the extent 
of the stoves to be sent.———This report 
one would certainly have expected the 
next day at farthest. Indeed, why should 
not the aid have gone off that very night? 
Why not have hastened some aid away, 
at any rate, to the “ fast-sailing vesse},’’ 
which poor Mr. Webbe was in expectation 
of seeing arrive upon the coast of Wal- 
cheren? Let the sequel answer this ques- 
tion. 

On the 4¢h of September, Mr. Moorr 
makes a “ report’? to Mr. Covenri Gorvon, 
agreeably to the latter’s request ; but what 
of ? Not a report of the names of the 
medical persons who had gone off tor Wal- 
cheren and of the extent of the stores sent 
thither: no, no: this was not what Mr. 
Moore had to report upon. He had to 
report to Sir D. Dundas, ihat the Secre- 
tarv at War had received a letter from the 
Physician General (Sir Lucas Perrys, of 
whom we shall see a great deal anon) 
upon the subject, a copy of which letter 
he enclosed to Mr. Gonpon, aloug with a 
copy of another letter from the Surgeon 
General, Mr. KEaTeE. Let us now see 
what these two gentlemen say. The latter, 
that is tosay, Mr. Keate, says, under the 
date of the 2ud September: “1 have the 
« honour to submit for the consideration 
<< of the Commander in Chief and Secre- 
“tary at War, the inclosed. copies and 
“ extracts of Letters, received from Mr. 
* reps Inspector of Hospitals with the 
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army under the command of the Earl 
Chatham, calling for the addition of one 
deputy inspector, four physicians, four 


‘surgeons, one deputy purveyor, and ZO 


hospital mates, besides stores, on which 
latter subject I shall have the honour to 
submit a separate letter.—I have accord- 
ingly requested the inspector general to 
se ect a depuly inspector, a deputy purveyor, 
and twenty hospital mates. I have called 
on the physician general for four phy- 
sicians, and J have directed staff sur- 
geons, Rice, Saort, and PooLer, zmme- 
diately to hold themselves in readiness to 
proceed as three of the staff surgeons. 
1 have been obliged to take these gen- 
themen from the districts where they 


are stationed, and lam under the neces- | 


sity of recommending the appointment 
ofa fourth; I accordingly beg leave to 
recommend that surgeon William Tay- 
lor, of the 10th Light Dragoons, may be 
appointed a surgeon to the forces.— 
Mr. Webbe bas already requested, that 
all the medical cflicers sent home with 
sick and wounded, may be directed 
to seturn immediately to thew duty. 
Three staff surgeons have been sent 
home, Messrs. Bruce, Brown, and Inglis. 
Mr. Bruce has since been appointed to 
the royal mititary college at Marlow, 
but his place may be considered as tilled 
by the late promotion of surgeon Hume 
of the 79th regiment, now on service in 
Hoiland.— Messrs. Brown and Inglis are 
ready to return, and 1 request to be in- 
formed trom what port and by what con- 
veyance they, as well as the additional 
stuff now required, (provided the mea- 
sure be approved of by the Commander 
in Chief) can proceed to Walcheren.” 

The Physician General, Sin Lucas 


Perrys, writes thus to the Secretary at 
War, on the 4th of September, the same 
day that Mr. Moore’s last-mentioned 


letter is written. 


es 


ac 


sé 


“Iu the absence of my 
colleagues, and in auswer to’ the honour 
of your letter of this day’s date, I have 
the honour to inform you, that J have 
directed two physicians to repair immediately 


** to Walcheren, end to report themselves 


s 


to Mr. Webbe, inspector of bospitals 
there, These, together with the return 


“of Dr. Wardell, and as many hospital 
* mates as can be procured, .will be a con- 
“siderable additional medical aid, and 
“ such is now principally required.” 


Well now, here we are arrived at the 


4th of September, and, notwithstanding all 


the pressing language of Sir E. 
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Mr. Webbe, not a medical man is yet ory, 
of to Walcheren. The Surgeon General 
has, indeed, we see, requested the Inspector 
General of Hospitals to get 22 hospital 
officers ready to go, and he has even 
directed three Staff Surgeons, tmmediately ts 
weeeees NOt to go Off; No, not that: by 
immediately to... . todo what? Why, to 
hold themselocs in readimess! Weil, weil: 
bat, why cavil about words; mere words, 
if we find that these Surgeons and other, 
do actually go off without delay? — And, a5 
to Sir Lucas, he speaks to the pup se: 
he tells the Secretary at War whe |e ju 
done: “1 have,” says he, “derecied ro 
ved physicians to repair immediately io Bel. 
“ cheren, and to report themiselves to \ir, 
« Webbe, Inspector of Hospitals there.” 
Here we have something pesstive. tere 
we see that someihing, at least, has been 
done, in ihe way of compiy ug with the 
call, the pressing aad piteous call of >: 
E. Coote aud Mr. Webbe. Our min 
a little at ease. Mr. Webbe wil! sooy see 
his “ fast-sai/ing vessel” arrive. ‘The sons 
of Esculapius are flying to his aid, bon 
upon the wings ot Patriotism and Lyne 
nity, and blown forward by the vigorou 
breath of the ministry !—— Now, thes, 
reader, mark well the following two letters; 
and, as you read them, carry along with 
vou the pictore of distress, drawn by Mf 
£. Coote aud Mr. Webbe. You will joo 
back to Lord Castlereagh’s letter to di 
D. Dundas, of the 2nd of September, aut 
observe, that, in diree days afterwards, 
Dundas gives him the following Answer: 

Letter from Sir D. Dundas to Ld. Ca» 


ilereagh, dated Horse Guards, 5th S¢pt 
1809. 


- € 


* 


“My Lord, I have the honour to 0 
“knowledge the receipt of your lvi- 
” 


“ ship’s letter of the 2nd instant, with 
“ inclosures, from lieut. general Sir by 


© Coote, stating the want of addition@! 


“« Medical assistance in the island of W2- 
“cheren; and I am to acquaint you 
“ lordship, that iro physicians and tv" 
“ other medical officers have been ordered 
« proceed to Deal THIS NIGHT to embati 
“for that station.—The Medical Boat 
« have also been directed to forward the ™ 
“ cessary medicines in sufficient tities b§ 
“ the ship on board of which those office" 
“are to be conveyed to Walcheren.— 
“With regard to that part of your le 
“ ship’s letter, which suggests the p™ 
“ priety of considering whether the ©o* 






“forts might not be forwarded from ts 


lie 


he 
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a vessel of some sort ready. 
now hear how this was.—On the 5th of 


2be 
« troops from hence, [ am of opinion that 


«it will be advesable to await the report of 


« the general oficer who has commanded 


ce on the station b-fore any decision can be \ 


id 9) 

} } / s 
» "es ry») an Yet 
. 


“Very well, then: here we have reached 
the 5th of September, and, though no me- 
dical aid 1s yet gone of, yel we now al- 

. . ° ’ 
most see it going, and that, too, in abun- 


dance; for here is the Commander in 


PCiicf of the forces, the successor of the 


luke of Yerk 3 here ts he himsels, telling 
Ld Castlereagh, in an official. letter, 
trait 2 Physicians and 20 other medical 
ouers have been ordered to proceed to 
Boa and to embark for Walcheren. 
Under the same date we have a couple of 
ters, which are too curious not to be in- 
siied. Mr. Webbe, poor man, had, as we 
love seen above, pressed Sir E. Coote to 
seud express to England for medical as- 
sistsxuce; and had urged the absolute neces- 
sity ol a fast sarling vessel being applied for 
to convey that assistance to the point 
where it was wanted. Well, Sir David 
having announced, that there were 2 phy- 
sicans and 20 other medica! officers or- 
dered to proceed to Dea!, to embark for 
Waicleren, Lord Castlereagh had, of 
course, prepared the means of conveying 
them. He had got the “ fast sailing 
“ vessel’’ ready, to be sure? Or, at least, 








the would get it ready the moment he 


heard, that the medical aid was ready to 
go. But, surely, the moment he cailed 
or the medical aid, he took care to have 
You shall 





September, the same day that Sir David 


‘Dundas wrote to Lord Castlereagh, Sir 


David’s Secretary, Mr. Colonel Gordon, 
Wrote toa Mr. Ropinson (who, it seems, 
Was a Secretary of Lord Castlereagh) as 
follows, ——— Sir; I have it in command 
“trom the Commander in Chief, to re- 
“quest you will be pleased to move Lord 
“Castlereagh to give immediate direc- 
“tons that a conveyance may he provided 
“ ns the island of Waicheren, (from Dea!) 

or (wo phystcians and twenty other medical 
“ oficers, together with about four tons of 
“medical stores.’’—So that, it seems, that, 
¢ven on the 5th of September, three days 
alter Lord Castlereagh had received the 
Pressing call of Sir Eyre Coote and Mr. 
W ebbe, his lordship had to be moved to 
Swe directions for the providing of a con- 
reyance for the medical aid! but, per- 

“ps It was not necessary to move him? 


Perhaps he had before moved of himself ? 
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Perhaps, he had already provided the 
vessel, the “ fust satling vessel,” though 
Mr. Gordon and Sir David Dundas ap- 
peared to think that he wanted to be 
moved thereunto..—No: indeed he had 
not; or, at least, if he had, the following 
letter, from his Secretary Mr. Robinson, 
of the 5th of September, to Mr. Atexan- 
pER M‘Leay of the Transport Board, 
must have been perfectly useless —— 
« Sir, I am directed by Lord Casilereagh 
“ to request that you will move the Com- 
« missioners of Transports to provide the 
“ necessary tonnage for the conveyance to 
« Walcheren, from Deal, for two physicians 
«and 20 other medical officers, together 
‘© with about four tons of medical stores.’ 
—So, here on the 5th of September the day 
after the Physician General tells us that 
he has ordered 2 Physicians to repair 
immediately to Walcheren, we see Sir 
D. Dundas moving Lord Castlereagh and 
Lord Castlereagh moving the Transport 
Board to provide, that is to say, to begin to 
get ready, not a “ fast-sailing vessvl,”’ as 
poor Mr. Webbe had expected, but “ ton- 
“ nage; downright tonnage ; tonnage for 
2 physicians, anil 20 other medical officers ! 
Well, well: never mind the phrase : 
let it be tonnage, if it will, and, as to the 
quickness in sailing, the difference would, 
probably, not be many hours. But, at 
any rate, the anxiously desired aid is now 
about toembark; the medical gentlemen 
are, on the 5th, at Deal, and it cannot be 
many hours before they reach their desti- 
nation. Indeed we have, in the following 
letter from Mr. R. Keare, Inspector of 
Hospitals, to Mr. Moore, dated on this 
same 5th of September, a more detailed 
account of the principal medical officers 
ordered to Deal. «In the absence 
“ of the surgeon general, J consider it to 
“be niy duty to state, in reference to 
«your letter of yesterday’s date, No. 
« 11,456, and to your two letters of this 
« day’s daté, (same number), that twe 
“ physicians have been ordered to proceed 
«© to Deal, viz. Drs. M* Dougal and Faber ; 
« and that the two staff surgeons who re- 
“turned with sick from Walcheren te 
« Deal, viz. Messrs. Brown antl Inglis, 
“ have been directed to report themselves 
“immediately to the port admiral there, 
« in order to their being furnished with a 
« passage to Walcheren. Four othet 








« staff surgeons, whose names are men- 
« tioned in the surgeon general’s letter of 
“the 2nd instant, viz.~Messrs. Pooler, 
« Rice, Short, and Taylor (recommended 
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“from the 10th regiment of light dra- | “ portto your lordship the indispositi: n of at 
«« goons), have also been directed to repair | “ Mr. Webbe, inspector of hospitals, who « 
« to Deal, for the same purpose.’’—So that, | “ wasattacked yesterday with the Zealand a“ 
after all, here they go off, on the Sih of Sep- | “ fever, and is now so ill, as to be unable «“ 
tember: and thy uch Vir. Webbe wasa little | ‘ to attend to the arduous duties Of hij. le gg 
hasty, perhaps, in his expectations about a |  tuation, which he has hitherto, under é, 
“ fustesuiling vessel,’ a vessel, or “ ton- | “ many difficulties, filled with the greatey 
“ nave,’ at least, of some sort, isnowready | “ zeal and ability.—Mr. Webbe’s illness ‘“ 
for them, and they ready tostep on board, | “ makes it highly necessary that an in. ‘ 
secing that they have, on the 5th of Sep- | “ specter of hospitals, equally qualified “ 
tember, been, as Sir David Dundas himself | “ with himself, should forthwith be sent 4 
sivs, “ ovdered to proceed to Deal this | “to this Island. Of this necessity your “« 
“neohts seeing, I say, that this is the | “ lordship will best judge by an inspec. “ 
case, they are, of course, ready to ste p on { “ tion of the enclosed daily report ot sick, * 
board the next dav.—You shall hear how | “ —On the Sist ult. 1 did myself the ho- a 
this was; for, «your of enclosing to your lordship an s 
On the 9th of September, four days later, | “ urgent application from Mr. Webbe, for ‘ 
four days after Sir David Dundas told Lord | “ additional medical aid. On the 2d instant - 
Castler ag that 2 physicians and 20 other | “ your I rdship was pleased to inform me x 
medical officers had been ordered to Deal, | “ that the Medical Board should be in- s 
thence to embark for Walcheren, Mr. | “ structed to send out, without delay, the cs ” 
Robinson, Lord Castlereagh’s Secretary, | “ sistance required, and also a_ suthcient a 
writes to Mr. Gordon, Sir D. Dundas’s Se- {| “ quantity of medicines, such as nught be _ 
cretary, thus: “ Tam directed by Lord | “ best suited to remedy and counteract a 
“ Castlereagh to transmit to you, for the | “ the disorder prevalent here.—I am now 5 
“ information of the Commander in Chief, | “ concerned to acquaint your lordship, in 
“the ieclosed letter from the Transport | “ that, to this day, we have only recetved one tc 
“ Board; by which it appears that no ap- | “ staff surgeon and three hospital mates, wilh- id 
« plication has been made iy medical men go- \ “ out any additional supply of medicines, pu 
“ing to Watcheren for a passage.’ The | “ hospital bedding, or comfort of any kind, V 
foliowmg is the letter of Mr. M’Lgay, | “ so imperiously called for, by the afflicting id 
dated, © ‘Pransport-Ofiice, 9th Sept. 1309. | “ number of our sick”’—He adds a reteri ve 
“—Sir: In return to your letter of the 5th shewing the number of his sick to be 0, 
“ot this month, requiring a passage for | 8,315.—This letter speaks for itse’. . 
two piysicians and twenty other medical | Where, then, were the 2 physicians and SI 
“ officers from Deal to Walcheren, I have | 20 other medical officers, who, on the 9! , 
“it in command to acquaint you that lieut. | of September, had been ordered to go oh n 
“ Ross, the Board’s Agent at Deal, has | for Deal that night, in order to embark ‘ot t 
“this day stated, that no application has | Walcheren? Whither had they gone’ , 
. been made for a passage for medical men | What had become of the 2 physicians, - 
* going to Walcheren.’?>——Here, then, we | Drs. M’Dovcat and Faser, who were t 
are come to the 9th of September, 12 | orderedto Deal ?——Weil; but let us ¢° 
days later than the date of Mr. Webbe’s | with Sir E. Coote. Let us hear from him J 
first letier, stating the increase of the | how hisarmy was treated, and how mi: ; 
disease and calling for medical assistance ; | able was their situation. , 
10 days later than the date of the letter of On the 17th of September, Sir E. Coote 
Sir E. Coote, covering the letter of Mr. | writes to Lord Castlereagh thus :—— 
vw ebbe, calling for an express, and a fast- | “ The force I then stated as necessary for 
sailing vessel; and 7 days later than the | “ our security was 20,000 men; that lett ; 
date of Lord -Castlereagh’s letter, acknow- | “ in theisland was about 16,000; of which ; 
ledging that he had received the pressing | “ number 8,200 are now sick, leaving 
letters of Sir E. Coote and Mr. Webb.—— | “ only 7,800 men for all defence. 0" 
W € must now go across to Sir E. Coote | “ loss by deaths has in the mean while : 
again, and hedr what he says upon the sub- | “ been very great, the casualties with 
ject of the medical aid, so anxiously looked | “ the last fortnight amounting to 495— , 
for by him and his wretched army. “can assure your lordship, without any ; 
On the 14th of September, 15 days after |“ fear of exaggeration, as the followin : 
" had so pressingly applied for medical | “ statement will bear me out, that the st . 


aid, he writes to Lord Castlereagh thus :-— 
It is with much regret that I have to re- 





“ tuation of the troops in this island is dep! 


«able: and it grieves me to say, that none 
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« of the medical assistance (one statfsurgeon 
« and three hospital mates excepied), or 
« any of the promised comforts, have yet ar- 
red. On the contrary, our medical 
« corps is daily diminished, either from 
« ockuess or from the necessity of send- 
« ing some of the hospital staff with sick 
“men to England, Some corps from 


«these causes are now left with one assis- | 


« sant surgeon.— am enabled togive your 
‘Jordship a most correct account of these 
« melancholy facts, as I have only this 
«day completed my inspection of the 
« ceneral and regimental hospitals at the 
“ several places named inthe margin. I 
‘therefore write with the fresh impression 


~ 


= 


“ 


“the greater proportion of our sick, not 
“through any fault of the medical gen- 
«tlemen, for I must dothem the justice of 
‘the most unwearied exertion and exem- 
‘plary attention, but owing to the un- 
‘avoidable want of accommodation exist- 
“inginthis country, and in our own re- 
“ sources.’ At this time, or, at least, 
intwo days afterwards, the sick amounted 


to $851. All this time, now siréeen 


* 


n~ 








'days atter the ministry received the press- 
ping applications of Sir E. Coote and Mr. 


Webbe ; and eleven days atter Sir D. Dun- 
das hid officially informed Lord Castle- 
reach that 2 physicians and 20 other medical 
oficers had been ordered to repair to Wal!- 


cheren; even at this time, only one staff 


surgeon and three hospital mates, four per- 
sons in ail, and neither of them a physician, 
had arrived in the island; nor had any of 
tie “ promised comforts’ been received. 
Onthe 23rd of September, we find the 
disease still go en increasing, and only 


' tivo additional hospital mates arrived in the 


sand. But, let us take the whole Ictter. 


It should be read and remembered by 


every man in England ;——* It is with 


“deep concern that 1 find myself called 
“upon so shortly after my letter of the 
“17\h instant, again to address your lord- 
“ ship upon the same afflicting subject, 
“the sickness of the troops.—The alarm- 
: ‘ig progress hourly made by this fatal 
z disease, is such that if it should continue 
“in the same proportion for three weeks 
8. (and there is every probability 
. Jat it will) our possession of this island 
. rp become very precarious, our chief 
‘i ependence will then be upon the navy, 
; and that during the winter months will 
i be extremely uncertain.—The English 
, Jewspapers will inform the enemy of 

our perilous situation, exclusive of the 


‘onmy mind of the miserable situation of 
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‘ home. 
‘extremely sickly that they have been 
‘struck off the list of duty. 
‘s4th, and some other corps, have almost 
‘arrived at the same inefiicrent state ; and 
‘the enclosed copy of a letter from bri- 
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information which we cannot prevent 
him from daily reeeiving from this 
island, closely surrounded as it is by 
his possessions, and filled with his par- 
tizans; under these circumstances, it is 
scarcely to be supposed that he will tose 
so favourable an opportunity of attack- 


intormation, I enclose the returns of the 
sick for the last three days, from which 


‘you will perceive the frightful increase 


which has taken place between the 17th 
and 22d instant; the deaths, I amsorry to 
add, ave becoming daily more numerous.— 


. rv ~ 9 . ‘>? 
‘The 23d regiment has suffered so much, 
‘that L have found it necessary to send it 


The 6th and the SIst are so 


The 77th, 


cadier general Montresor will give you 
a melancholy account of the garrison of 
Flushing. —At the representation of the 
principal medical officers, | have deter- 
mined on sending 2,000 sick, belonging 
to regiments in the island, to England, 
they are at present totally incapable of 


‘duty, and must remain so for months to 


come. It is therefore most desirable 
that they should return home where 
they will have a chance of recovering; 
and their removal will afford us better ac- 
commoedation tor the sick that remain.— 


‘T trust your lordship wil! approve of this 


measure, which in factis one of neces- 


‘sity, not of choice, as‘in some regiments 
‘we have scarcely a sufficiency of healthy men 


to act as orderlies in their hospitals.—Ne- 
medical assistance (two hospital mates 
excepted) has reached me since my last, in 
the mean while the number of our medical 
officers ts decreasing by sickness. No com- 


forts or wine for the sick have arrived, the 


consequences of which is, that we al- 
ready begin to be in great distress for 
port wine, although I have ordered the 
commissary general to buy up, at an ex- 
orbitant price, all that he could procure. 
I am further. concerned to state that we 
shall be soon in want of bark, an ar- 
ticle of such indispensible necessity in 
the prevailing disorder; if it be the in- 
tention to retain Walcheren, I would 
strongly recommend the reinforcements 
should be sent from England at the latter 
end of October, or beginning of No- 
vember, when the troops will not be so 
liable to feel the effects of the endemig 
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« disease of this island.” The number 
of the sick, after all the deaths that had 
taken place, was now, on the 23d of Sep- 
tember, 9,856, and this number, as ap- 

ears from the return, was daily increas- 
Ing. Here, then, we see, that there 
had elapsed 22 days from the time that 
the ministers received intelligence from 
Sir E. Coote and Mr. Webbe, that imme- 
diate medical aid and additional medical 
stores were absolutely necessary to aflord 
the army achance of escaping dreadful 
mortality ; and here we see, that, at the 
end of these 24 days, only one Staff Sur- 
geon and five hospital-mates had arrived in 
the island, and that no additional supply of 
medicines, and no comforts for the sick had 
been received. Whither, then, again I 
ask; whither had gone the 2 physicians and 
the 20 other medical officers, who, as Sir D. 
Dundas informed Lord Castlereagh, had 
been actually ordered to go to Deal on the 
night of the 5th of September ?——Good 
God! Little could any one have imagined, 
that such things were going on, at the 
time when the whole nation was sunk in 
griefon account of the sufferings of our 
army in Walcheren. And, was no Inqui- 
ry necessary ? Were the City of London 
to be snapped short by the ministers, be- 
cause they petitioned the king for Inqui- 
ry? Had there been no Inquiry, what 
would the people of England ever have 
known of these transactions ?- We hear 


eternally of this “ great kingdom;”’ we 


are told of the difliculty of conducting 
“ the affairs ofa great kingdom like this;’’ 
the greatness of “ this kingdom” is even 
urged as an apology for the existence and 
the impunity of peculators. What! and 
coald not “ this great kingdom”? get a lit- 
tle medical aid to Walcheren in the course 
of & manth ? 

Reader, whatever may be your feelings 
at viewing this fatal and unaccountable 
procrastination, and however eager you 
may be to get on to the point when relief 
shu!! be found to have reached our miser- 
able countrymen, I must stop you for a 
momert while we turn our eves towards 
the CABINETS while we see what was, 
at chev ry time of which we are now speaking, 
passing behwd that curtain, which Mr. 














Canam: aad Lerd C stloreagh have sinte 
b ono DdDliging as to draw aside. You 


ha Ve stch, 


‘hair was on the 2nd of Septem- 
ber tat 


Lond Castlereagh received from 
o and Mr. Webbe their jointand 
ton Jor medical aid to an af- 
vhose aillictions were daily 
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increasing. Well: on that very day wa; 
it; that very 2d of September, that Mr. 
Canning (See Pol. Register, Vol. XVI. D. 
$57) applied to the Duke of Portiand to 
put the said Lord Castlereagh out of jis 
place. It was just at this very time, that 
the intrigue began to thicken, Wile 
Lord Castlereagh was moving Sir David 
Dundas to move Lord Levison Gower to 
move the Army Medical Board to ove me. 
dical oflicers to go to Waleheren, and 
while, by the way of recoil, the Army 
Medical Board was moving Lord Levisog 
Gower to move Sir David Dundas to nwre 
Lord Castiereagh to move the ‘Transpor 
Board to provide tonnage for the said me- 
dical aid, Mr. Canning, as if acung upon 
ihe maxim of Bob something in the play, 
(“« keep moving, Dav’’) was secretly movag 
the Duke’ot Portiand to move away Lord 
Castlereagh, that Colleague of hus, with 
whom he had been living, up to that very 
hour, upon terms of outward cordiality, to 
whose management he had consented .o en- 
trust the planning and fiiting out of such an 
expedition as that to the Scheldt, and with 
whom, as the news-papers told us, be had 
actually gone to the sea-coast to wities 
the gay departure of that expediliou.— 
On the 7th of September Nir. Canning savs, 
that’ he declined attending the Cabiuct. 
On the 8th of Septembr Lord Casilereagi 
sent in his resignation. On the 20th ¢ 
September, Mr. Canning tells us, that lie 
received from Lord Castlereagh the letter 
that led to the duel, which took place ina 
few days afterward. We fiad Lord Cas 
tlereagh, however, still in his office on the 
16h and so late as the 23rd of Septemicr. 
So that, you see, while Sir E. Coote 
and Mr. Webbe were making applica- 
tions for medical aid ; while they were 
anxiously expecting this medical aid by @ 
 fusi-sailing vessel,’ the ménisiers were 
thinking of quite other matters, and tha: 
particular minister to whom they wrote, 
was thinking of shooting at another ml 
nister’s head. ——Tais needs no comment. 
The man who wants any comment 10 
cuide his understanding, or to awaken his 
feelings, upon this subject, is too dull ant 
insensible to merit a moment’s atten 
tion. Ail that one needs to say, Is: si 
was the ministry, to whose care the treasure 
the country and the lives of its soldiers w«'e 
committed,—Haying taken this look ite 
the Cabinet, we shali now, with less svt 
prize asto its contents, proceed with the 
correspondence relative to the sick 2 
Walcheren, and the means taken to alle’ 








| viate their sufierings. 























72 

28 After the documents, which I have al- 
ir, aly inserted, or quoted, or of which 
D. have stated the contents, I can find 
to one that give any account of the time 
his ¢ the arrival of any further medical 
hat ‘| in Walcheren; but, there is one do- 
isle ument, namely, a letter of the Physician 
vid enera!, which shows, that the two phy- 
to icans, Who, as Sir David Dundas toid 
me- ord Castlereagn, were ordere! to Deal, 
ond nd thence to Walcheren, on the 5th of 


my 
son 
wore 
port 
ne 
oh 
lav, 


pte ber, had not left England on the 26th 
f September ! This same Physician Gene- 
1. reported, on the 42h of September, that 
e bad directed two physicians to repair 
» Walcheren; and, on the. 20th of Septem- 
-, ie reports to the same office (the War- 
lice) that those 2 physicians, are going 
ff for Waicheren that evening! Dr. 
Bian and two other physicians, were, at 
pst, actually sent in the lasi days of the 
onth of September ; but, before we come 
» speak of their arrival in the island, and 
f tae miserable state, in which they found 
e troops, it will be necessary to detail 
e causes, which led to the employment 
i Dr. Buanez, who held no post in the 
pedical department of the army, and who 


— id in no shape belong to the public ser- 





ving 
rd 
with 
ery 
y, to 
en- 
h an 
with 
had 


Hess 


























AVS, ice; it will be necessary to detail the 
inet. tauses, which led to the employment of 
pagh Dr. Blane, upon this occasion. Curious 
h of auses they are. They merit being trea- 
t hie red up in every Engiishman’s memory ; 
etter r, let us hope, that the day will yet 
in a ine, when to have been made acquainted 
Cas- ith them will be of use.——At the time 
n the hen Sir E. Coote was writing home in thy 
mbcr. banner that we have last seen, it appears, 
oote at the ministry began to think of send- 
lica- hy out some medical person of high cha- 
were acter to ascertain the nature of the disease. 
bya his thought came a litile of the latest, 
vere udeed ; but, so it was ; ‘such persons were 
| that be sent; and, application was made, ac- 
‘rote, ordingly, by Sir D. Dundas to the Secre- 
: mie ry at War, that application might be 
nent. ade by the latter to the ARMY MEDICAL 
at 10 EPARTMENT; and, observe, that a PRINCI- 
n his AL OFFICER of that department was the 
| and rson to go, and was to have 2 physi- 
tten- “0s uncer him, This appears to have 
~ suc ‘cn What is called a pincher. There 
ure of “» It seems, three and only. three Princi- 
were a Oilicers of the Army Medical Depart- 
5 into fnt, the Physician General, Sin Lucas 
} sul “P¥s, the Surgeon General, Mr. T. 
» the FATE, and the Inspector General of 
se spitals, Mr. F, Knicur.——To these 
alle- 


enilemen, ander the title of Principal 
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Officers of the Army Medical Department, 
the Deputy Secretary of War, (having 
before given them an intimation of the 
matter) wrote onthe 25th of September in 
the foliowiffg terms. 

«In reference to my letter of the 23d 
“ instant, intimating that a principal officer 
“of the Army Medical Department, and 
« two able physicians, should hold themselves 
‘‘ to proceed to Walcheren, 1 am now di- 
“rected to desire that the said officers do 
“repair forthwith to Deal, and apply for a 
“ passage to Walcheren to the naval offi- 
“ cer commanding at Deal, who has re- 
“ ceived instructions from government to 
‘provide a proper conveyance accord- 
«ingly.—The medical officers in ques- 
“tion are to report themselves on their 
‘arrival at Walcheren, to the general 
«¢ officer commanding there, and under his 
‘direction, to examine further into the 
“ causes of the malady prevalent in that island, 
“and repori (heir opinion thereupon,”’— 
This appears to have created great confu- 
sion in the camp of the Principal Oilicers 
of the Army Medical Department, every 
one of whom found out good reasons for 
his not gomg to Walcheren. Here shall 
fullow their three letters to the Deputy 
Secretary at War; and, I would have 
them carefully. preserved by every body 
who lays hands on them. ‘These letters, 
and the like of them, must do good, if you 
will but give them time.——Before you 
enter upon the letters, recollect, reader, 
that the number of the poor creatures, 
suffering in Walcheren, was, at the time 
when these letters were written, upwards 
of ten thousand; bear that in mind; bear 
in mind also the emoluments of these men ; 
and, with those things before you, | com- 
mit to you the perusal of these letters.—— 
The letters are all addressed to the De- 
puty Secretary at War, the first dated on 
the 25th, and the two others on the 26th 
of Septeinber. 


Mr. Knight's Letter, 


«Sir; The Principal Officers ofthe Army 
«« Medical Departmenthaving met and de- 
“ liberated on your letter, No. 14,301, 
“with its inclosure, referring to the se- 
« lection of ‘one member for immediate 
« service in Walcheren, it is the opinion 
«of the Surgeon General, as well as of 
« myself, that the duties required are 
“purely medical, and as such belong to 
“the province of the Physician General. 
« —-Sir Lucas Pepys will probably make 
« his own representation on this subject 
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“to the War Department, and name the | 
‘two able physicians who are to be ¢e- 
«lected for the service siated in the said 
“ jetter.* 


7 2 ry’ i - [= Bs 
Mr. T. Keaie's Letier. 


«Sir: Your letter of yeste rday’s late, 
“together with that of the 23d instant, di- 
« recting “ that a Principal Oilicer of the 
“Medical Department, and two able 
“physicians, should hold themselves in 
readiness to proceed to Walcheren,”’ 
having been received at the Army Me- 
dical Board; and the members of this 
Board not having been able to deter- 
mine among themselves which of them 
ought to proceed to Walcheren, 1 beg 
leave toj represent individually, for the 
“consideration of the Commander in 
“ Chief and Secretary at War, that as the 
duty in question, viz. “ to examine fur- 
“ther mto the causes of the malady pre- 
“valent in that island, and report there- 
“on,” ts entirely medical, and unfit for a 
“surgeon by profession; I cannet but 
“ consider the Physician General asthe only 
proper member ef the Board to undertake 
“such a duty, and as being, therefore, the 
“ principal officer who is more especially 
** pointed out for it in your letter. It 1s 
‘not my desire to force any duty from 
inyselfupon either of my colleagues ; 
“and i have already stated to the Under 
‘Secretary at War, in my letter of yester- 
“day, that 1 was ready to repair to Wal- 
“ cheren, if my services should be thought 
“more useful there than here; but I can- 
“ not help observing that my going thither 
would create a great and serious inter- 
‘ruption to the progress of those arduous 
and complicated duties which have been 
assigned to me in consequence of the 
alledzed inexperience of one of my 
colleagues, and the total secession of 
the other, of providing at home for the 
due care and accommodation of the sick 
“of the armies of lord Chatham and lord 
“ Wellington ; and also, that I should be 
“thereby placed in immediate co-opera- 
tion with, inspectorial officers, in whose 
“ nowiinations | have not been concerned, 
** nor even consulted.” 
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* Mr. Kyicnur wrote, on the 28th, a 
letter to say, that he was willing to go to 
Walcheren. But he was informed, that 


another person had been sent upon the 
serviee. 
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Sir Lucas Pepys’s Leiter. 


«« Sir; In consequence of the honour ef 
‘“‘ your letter of the 23d inst. the Princ); 
« Officers of the Army Medical Depar 
« ment met yesterday, and it was determin. 
‘© ed that the answer would be more satis. 


| « factory if written by each separately. | 


‘ conceived that the person pointed out in 
“ the letter was the Inspector general of hospi. 
« tals, whose duty it would be personally 
“to examine and give directions for their 
« conduct and management, and receive 
« the reports of the physicians on the sub- 
“ject of the disease, and I thought he 
« would naturally take the service on tle 
“ present emergency, as he had hitherto 
“taken no share of the trouble in either 

the Southern or the Eastern districts; 
whereas the Surgeon General and J hai 
both been employed, the one gene- 
rally, and I especially, for the hospitals 
of Hatwich, Ipswich and Colchester; 
to which places [ intended again in the 
course of a few days to propose that | 
should make asecond visit, as the Surgeon 
General would probably again visit the 
‘Southern district. The Inspector Gene- 
ral being therefore unemployed, it was 
“to be supposed that the duty, whic 
“is properly his, would on this occasion 
be performed by him.—He does not, 
however, ofier himself for this service, 
but ifhe hady I should have suggested 
the propriety of adopting the recon 
mendation of his majesty’s ministers! 
send Dr. Blane to undertake the pr 
duty at Walcheren, which he ts reac: 
«do; a duty which he has often cave 
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«cuted with great ability, and his pe 
oe formance of which is, in my GpIn on, 
«likely to be of the greatest use ty tli 
“service. The Surgeon General stron’! 
“unites with me in this opinion i © 
«commend therefore that this plan be 
« adopted, that Dr. Blane should be a) 
«é 


pointed for this special service, and be 
“ empowered to take to his assistance Y 
“ army physician now in Walcheren, 
“ Dr. M‘Dougle or Dr. Faber, who both 
“go by the packet to-morrow. By th’ 
“means the business will be effectually 
« done, the Surgeon General and I be 4” 
“ to attend to the concerns AT HOME? 
“that army as they arrive and require & 
sistance. I could not indeed be spo 


« at present, as 1 see such @ number of sick 
« officers, whose applications for leave ot 
“absence on account of ill health nece* 
« sarily come before me, and also, if 1w® 
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« not present 40 examine medically the mates 
« ho must be sent over en numbers to Wal- 
« cheren, that part of the service must stand 
« still.” 

Here are several excellent reasons, but 
all upon public grounds; Sir Lucas declines 
coing abroad, but only because his going 
would be injurious to the service at home; 
fard, as neither of his colleagues seemed 
Hto like the trip any better than he did, be 
was, we see, So kind as to recommend an- 
other person (to be paid by the public) to 
coin the stead of himself or either of his 
colleagues. This, however, does not 
fappear to have been quite satisfactory to 
the Secretary at War and the Commander 
in Chief, the former of whom, by his De- 
puty, wrete again to the Army Medical 
‘Department, the next day, that is, on the 
7th of September, telling them, that the 
Physician General was the proper person 
to go to Walcheren, and that he was ac- 
cordingly to set off immediately. Sir 
lucas, however, thanking him as much as 
if he had went, still declined the honoura- 
ble preference, which all parties seemed 
disposed to give him, and, in this second 
letter, dated on the 27th of September, 
gave some new, and, as the reader will 
sce, very cogent reasons indeed, why he 
ought notto go. Here they are, and they 
will, I think, be remembered for some 
time to come. 
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Sir Lucas Pepys’ 2nd Letter. 


“Sir; Ihave just received the honour 
‘of your letter of this day’s date, and am 
much concerned to find that the Secre- 
tary at War and Commander in Chief 
have conceived it possible that a man of 
hear seventy years of age, with infirmi- 
tcs, should be capable of undertaking 
‘uch a duty as must require proper age 
‘and proper health, as well as knowledge 
‘toperform it.—Z hereby solemnly declare 
nyself incapable of performing it, and la- 

nent that my letter of yesterday was 
hot satisfactory, without being urged to 
‘this declaration.—If it is the object of 
r his Majesty’s ministers that the business 
this he question should be well performed, | 
vally , e(uest that Dr. Blane may go as my 
te? . substitute, and be considered on this spe- 

Lb . . cial service as having power to controul 
e - ‘ the whole Medical Department at Wal- 
coal " cheren.—They will see the business then 
oF well performed, and the service bene- 
oe fited ; whereas if Iwas able to go, who 
eces ROW nothing of the inwestigation of camp 
dnd contagious diseases, it would be merel y 
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| “ pro formd, and no possible good could arise 
“from it.— To Dr. Blane’s assistance [ 
‘should recommend Dr. Lemperiere, from 
‘the depot of the Isle of Wight. These 
“two are the best qualified for such a 
« peculiar service.” 

There needs, surely, to be very little 
said upon this letter. It is the frankest 
declaration that Lever heard of; but, one 
wonders that it could be made, unaccom- 
panied with a declaration, that the writer 
wished no longer to receive the salary, at- 
tached to the office. That is all. The 
excuses of age and tnfirmitics seem incom. 
patible with the holding of the office; but, 
what shall we say of the avowal, that the 
writer “ knows nething of the investigation 
of camp and contagious diseases ?’? What 
can we say, but congratulate ourselves 
upon the happiness of our army in having 
a Physician General to superintend tts 
health, who knows nothing of the investiga- 


~ ia 





| tion of diseases ¢ncideut to camps. Sir Lucas, 


in his first letter, stated, as one of the rea- 
sons why he should not be sent to Wal- 
cheren, that, “if he was not present to 
* examme medically the mates, who must 
“ be sent over, in numbers, to Walcheren, 
“ that part of the service must stand still 3’ 
but, if he “ knew nothing of the investi- 
« gation of camp and contagious diseases,’” 
may it not be doubted, whether be was 
likely to be a very good judge of the fit- 
ness, or unfitness, of persons to be sent 
over to Walcheren to treat those diseases ? 
Well, but what reply did this letter 
of Sir Lucas bring from the Ministers ? 
How did they, who were entrusted with 
the management of the nation’s concerns, 
with the care of its money and the lives 
of its soldiers ; how did they relish being 
told by the Physician General, that they 
should not only not send him, but that 
they should, for ¢his esp cial service, appoint 
another person, nominated by bim, to be, 
in this particular case, Ais substitute ? Why, 
they told him that they would déspense with 
his services at Walcheren. That is all! 
And, accordingly, Moore, the Deputy Se- 
cretary at War, wrote to him, on the 28th 
of September, thus: “ Sir; lam directed 
«to acquaint you, that under the circum- 
« stances stated by you in your letter of 
« yesterday’s date, the Commander in 
« Chief and Secretary at War are of opi- 
“nion, that your services at Walcheren may 
“ be dispensed with; a communication to 
« this effect will be made to the principal 
“ officers of the Army Medical, Depart- 
« ment.’’-——That’s all! Nor need there 
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be one word said upon the matter. The 
thing speaks for itself. Nota word of it, 
however, should we ever have heard, had 
it not been for that Inquiry, which was 
moved for by Lorp PorckesTER, which 
was opposed by the Ministry, but in which 
the House of Commons is now engaged. 
We have here obtained a specimen of how 
allairs are conducted. It is for the public 
to reflect weil upon it 3 to consider what 
must, in the end, be the inevitable con- 
sequence of conducting alfairs in such a 
manner. 

While this medical squabhle was going 
onat home, the mortal euemy, disease, was 
not idle in Walcheren. ‘There our un- 
fortunate countrymen were dying by 
hundreds and lying sick by thousands. 
Dr. Brane and his associates arrived 
in the island on the last day of September, 
when there was between nine and ten 
thousand sick ; and, such, to the very last, 
was the searcity of medical aid, that, even 
after Sir E. Coote came home, and so late 
asthe 7th of November, GENERAL Don, 
who had succeeded Sir E. Coote, writes 
thus to Colonel ‘Torrens, Secretary, I sup- 
pose, to Sir David Dundas. “Sir, I beg 
“leave to represent, for the Commander 
«in Chief's consideration, that from the 
«“ number of vacancies and absentees in 
«the Regimental Medical Officers of this 
Army, the Hospital Mates have been 
unavoidably appoiated to do duty with 
corps, and, im consequence, a con- 
siderable deficiency in that rank of the 
Medical Department hasbeen occasioned. 
« —In the two last embarkations of sick, 
« several Transports. proceeded without a 
Medical Officer ; and tor the embarkation 
that is now about to take place, there is 
not a single Medical Officer of that Rank 
disposable, and that can he appointed to 
accompany the sick.—I beg, therefore, 
to submit, that 15 Hospital Mates may 
“be sent’ for the duties in this Island.’’ 
Thus, then, this cry for medical aid, which 
was first made by Mr. Webbe, on the 27th 
of dugust, was still kept up on the 7th of 
Nowember. Why the army was not 
sooner wihdrawn is a separate question, 
and a question, which, J think, will not be 
long in deciding; but, at any rate, if the 
army was to remain so long in the island, 
surely medical assistance enough, and 
even in abundance, ought to have been 
sent, I shall conclude this article with 
a statement, shewing the cost, in lives, of 


this Expedition to the Scheidt, of this 
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W alcheren Expedition, of this grand effix; 
of a vigorous ministry. 


O ficers. 


Men 
There were embarked on 7 
the Expedition, and, of 
course, all in good health 1, 

There were killed - - - « - 


Died abroad - ------ 40 24! 
Died since sent home - - - 201,850 





Total Died - - 





Sick on the Ist day of this 
month of February - - - 217 11,296 
This is a return, signed by “ Harry C.!: 

vert,’ and laid before the House of € 

mons, since the commencement of ive | 

quiry.——There, are besides, 84 

deserted wv such a place as Wai 


Beveland! Nearly a hundred mes, i, 
deserted in such a place! These, to_e ser 
with 25 discharged, trom being, of couse, 


unfit fer further service, the total cost 
officers and men, is 67 of the tormer, aud 
4,108 of the latter.  Dusease had, even 2c- 
cording to this return, kilied 3,951, of al: 
descriptions, en the first day of this mont', 
when there were 11,513 still sick: Elcom 
thousand five hundred and thirteen, stil sick 
on the first day of this month of Februcry. 
How many of these unfortunate men wil 
die with this disease, we cannot yet tell: 
nor how many, though they may not now 
die, will never recover; but, I should 0b 
serve, that from the 29th Regiment no Ie: 
turn had been received by “ Harry Cal- 
vert,’ so that, in the above statement, we 
have not allthe deaths nor all the swck.—— 
Such, in life and health, has been the cos! 
of the Grand Expedition, to doubt of t 
wisdom of which, at the time when it w% 
going forth, was sure to expose one to the 
foulest of imputations; nor was ita mut! 
smaller crime to call for Inquiry into \ 
conducting of it after it had failed. 


Lorp Cyatnam’s NARRATIVE. 


This precious document, for which ¥* 
are certainly indebted to the Inquiry »" 
going on in the House of Commons, }s 4 
whole of itsclf. It isa sort of sequel to his 
Lordship’s Dispatches, written betore he 
came home. I will, therefore, insert “ 
here, just as it stands in all the new 
papers, and just as it was delivered to the 
House; and, when I have so done, I w! 


ofler such observations upon it as appe* 
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» me likely to be useful; or, at least, as 
il] show what is the light, in which its 
-ontents appear to me, But, I must beg 
Jeave to stipulate with the reader, that he 
~o over the Narrative again; for (speak- 
ng from experience) I am pretty sure, 
hat itis not to be understood at once read- 
ng. It is a very important document, 
aid should be read with the greatest at- 
Kention. 


‘Copy of the Earl of CaatTuam’s Srate- 
ment of his Proceepines, dated 15th 
Octoher, 18O9.—Presented to the King, 

i Fed. 1810. 


« Tn submitting to your Majesty a 
giutement of my proceedings in the exe- 
ution of the service your Majesty was 
rraciously p'eased to confide to me, and of 
the evenis which occurred in the course of 
B', itis not my intention to trouble your 
Majesty with any further details of the 
earlier parts of our Gperations, which hav- 
jaz terminated in the speedy reduction 
£ Walcheren by your Majesty’s troops, 
and the occupation of the adjaceat Islands, 
ad of the important post of Batz, received 
at the time your Majesty’s most gracious 
approbation; but to confine myself prin- 
‘ipally in the narrative, which I am anxi- 
's to be permitted to bring under your 
Wa esty’s view, to the consideration of 
he two following poinis, as most imme- 
jately applying to the conduct and final 
_of the Expedition to the Scheldt. 
ist. ‘The ground upon which, after the 
ermy was at length assembled near Batz, 
a landing ia prosecution of the ulterior 
bbjects of the Expedition was not deemed 
advisable: Qdly. Why that army was not 
Sooner there assembled, in readiness to 
ommence further operations. 

“ With respect to the former proposition, 
am inclined to think that it is so clear 
and evident, that no further operations 


Csule O 


state of the army, have been undertaken 
‘ith any prospect of success, that it would 
© unnecessarily trespassing on your 
Majesty to enter into much more detai! 
wise point than has been already brought 
she inane Majesty, in my dispatch of 
of this of August; and the chief object 
whe A a a will be directed to shew to 
ders: aesty, that the second point, 
™ met why the army was not brought 
e “se er to the destination from whence 
“fe ior Operations were to commence, 
Purely a naval consideration, and that the 



















t { . . ‘ . ' 
ould at that time, and in the then sickly | 


' 


31] FEBRUARY 24, 1810.—-Walkcheren Inquiry. 


) 





ee 





: 





(282 


delay did in no shape rest with me, or 
depend upon any arrangements in which 
the army was concerned; every facility, 
on the contrary, having been afforded by 
their movements to the speedy progress 
of the armament. 

«In doing this, it will, I conceive, be 
necessary, for the sake of perspicuity, that 
I should take up the consideration of this 
business from its commencement. 

« Your Majesty will permit me here to 
recal to your recollection the change 
which took place in the original project 
formed fur the attack of Antwerp, and of 
the French fleet in the West Scheldt, in 
consequence of the opinions of the General 
and Staff Oflicers to whom this question 
was referred; and acombined operation of 
the army and navy, the whole, with the 
exception of the force to be left for the 
reduction of Walcheren, to proceed up the 
West Scheldt, was accordingly determined 
on. 


« Upon the practicability of such an 


operation being at once carried into exe- 
cution, which was, however, the ground- 
work of the Expedition, and which alone, 
in the opinion of all persons consulted, 
seemed to aflord any prospect of success, 
even inthe mos: sanguine view of the sub-« 
ject in all other respects, I must confess I 
entertained creat doubts, ti)! the communica- 
tion of a distinct official opimion, given on 
this point by the Lords of the Admiralty, 
decided in the affirmative this important ques 
tion. 

« At the same time it is to be remarked, 
that the occupation of Walcheren, which 
by some persons it had been thought pos- 
sible to leave behind us, and the reduction 
of Flushing, which it liad once been pro- 
posed only to mask, were deemed indis- 
pensable to the security of the fleet, in 
ease of disaster; and accordingly a consi- 
derable separate force was allotted to this 
service; and, in this view, it was besides 
distinctly agreed upon, that a vigorous 
attack by the navy upon the sea front 
should be made at the same time that the 


‘troops, after effecting their landing, ad- 


vanced to invest Flushing ; it being hoped 
that by a powerful co-operation from the 
sea, at the moment the troops presented 
themselves before the place, the labour and 
delay ofa regular siege might have been 
avoided, and a considerable portion of the 
force allotted to this service set at liberty 
to follow the army up the Scheldt. Mow 
far this expectation was fulfilled, or whe- 
ther the assurance given that the whole of 
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253] 
the armament (the part to be landed at 
Walcheren excepted) should beat once 
transported up the Scheldt, in prosecution 
of the ultimate objects of the Expedition, 
was carried into etlect, or was wholly dis- 
appointed, the information already before 


your Majesty will have ina great measure 


shewn, and which it will be my duty to 
bring more particularly under your Ma- 
jesty’s vew, when I detail the subsequent 
course of our procecdings. 

“ From what cause this failure ensued — 
whether it arose from dnsuffictent arrange- 
ments on the part of the Admiral, or was the 
unavoidavle result of difficulties inherent in 
the nature of the Expedition itself, \t is not for 
me, considering it entirely as @ naval 
question, to presume to offer any opinion 
upon to your Maje ly. 

“Jtmay, however, be here proper to re- 

nark, that, in all the projects which have 
at various times been brought forward on 


the subject of an attack upon the Island of 


Waicheren and the Scheldt, the necessity 
of having « wind a good deal to the West- 
ward, with moderate weather, has always 
been insisted on. Without these advan- 
tages, inthe one case, the passage would 
be diilicult;-in the other, the-surf woud 
prevent a landing on the points deemed 
most favourable m other respects. In the 
present instance, owing to the wind blow- 
ing sirong from the westward, the surf was 
actually such as to prevent a landing on 
either of the points first fixed on for that 
purpose by the Admiral; and the situation 
of the gun boais and transports at anchor 
in the Stone Deep becoming very critical, 
and the gale increasing, he found it neces- 
sary to carry such part of the fleet as was 
arrived for safety into the Roompot, and 
by which means the division of the army 
destined for the attack of Walcheren was 
enabled to elfect its landing from a more 
sheltered anchorage on the Bree Sand to 
the westward of Fort den Haak. At this 
time, the division under Lieutenant-Gene- 
rai Lord Rosslyn, as well as that under 
Lieutenant General ‘Grosvenor, also the 
cavalry, artillery, &c. were not arrived ; 
but they were afterwards, on their making 
the island, ordered by the. Admiral into 
the Veer Gat. It is, however, particularly 
deserving of attention, that this measure, 
though in itself one of great advantage, as 
far as it applied to the division destined 
for the attack of Walcheren, by placing 
the transports, storeships, and small craft, 
in security, was, if carried further, cer- 
tainly not a little at variance with the 
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leading purpose of the Expedition, namely, 
the running with the right wing, and the 
advance of the army at once up the Wes 
Scheldt, at the same moment that tie 
attack upon Walcheren was proceeding, 
But that even this need have delayed it for more 
than three or four days, unless on account of 
naval difficulties, which it wtil be for the Ad. 
miral, not for me, to explain, I deny; for as 
soon as Ter Veere and the Fort of Remune. 
kins fell, which happened on the Sra of 
August, the passage of the Sioe was open 
to the transports and gun vessels; or thy 
might have entered by the Durlov or by 
the Zoutland passages, the batteries o/ 
Dyshook, of Vygeeter, and the Nolle, hay- 
ing been all carried by the army eariy on 
the Ist of August; and on the same day 
the battery of Borslen at the south-west 
end of Suouth Beveland was abandoned on 
the movement of a detachinent irom tle 
corps under Sir John Hope; and I fiw 
of nothing (but this, of Course, Is a point 


for the Admiral to speak to) to have prevented 


the line of battle ships and frigates from coming 
inand passing up above Flushing, im the jit 
instance, according to the plan origimally &- 
cided upon. 

« Before, however, I pursue further the 
details of the proceedings of the amy, 
governed as they necessarily were (uutli a 
tooting should be gained on the Continent) 
by the movements of the navy; I must toi 
a moment refer to two separate operations; 
the one under Lieutenant General Lord 
Huntley and Commodore Owen, and the 
other under Lieutenant General Sir Jol 
Hopeand Rear- Admiral Sir Richard Keats; 
but both directed to assist and ensure 4 
rapid progress up the Scheldt, had tie 
Admiral found it practicable in other res 
pects. With respect to the former, which 
was destined to destroy the Cadsand bat 
teries, and particularly that of Breskens, 
had it been carried at once into eflect, 
and that the Admiral could have availed 
himself of it, to take the ships up the West 
Scheldt by the Weeling Passage, it would 
have been of the utmost advantage; bu! 
it was certainly rather fortunate it did not 
take place at a later period, as after all the 
transports, storeships, &c. were ordered 
into the Veere Gat, and the plan of running 
at once up the West Scheldt by the Weel- 
ing Channel seemed abandoned, the objec 
of destroying the Cadsand batteries cease 
anda landing there would only have bee” 
an unnecessary risk, and a very inconve 
nient separation of our force, and, x 
course, occasion great delay in collecti" 
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ulterior operations. It must not 
er be forgotten, that the difficulties 
re turned out to be much greater than 
.d been at all foreseen before we sailed. 
, the first place, the beach was so ex- 
ced, that in blowing weather it was 
uid impossible to land; and, from what 
nse L know not, the Marquis of Huntiley’s 
~ sion could not be taken up, wm the first in- 
ince, hugh enough to attack the Breskens 


“9 ve 
sVL 


we) 


uch vuportance. In addition to this, th 
zeny, Who bad been represenied by ali 
he intelligence communicated to me to 
very weak, atmost actually wiihout 
cops in that quarter, appeared to be 
cll prepared, aud in considerable foice. 
hier these circumstances, according vo 
Huailey’s Repert, Commodore Owen 

ve experienced great disuppoint- 

> the support of Lord Gard- 

Lo but his Lordship, 
seve, could never enter the Weeling 
cl at all; nor indeed was I ever ac- 
Pavited with what instructions were given to 


vane ta 
kad VOUS ; 


yn Oud f his head. 

« When it was found that Lord Huntley’s 
vision could neither land nor proceed by 
e Weciing Passage up the Scheldt, as | 
lcd they should, it was determin- 
1 to withdraw them ; but from. the bois- 
prous state of the weather, it was some 
ys before this could be effected. As 
on as it was accomplished, they were 
assed over to South Beveland. 

a With respect to Sir John Hope’s ope- 
htion, if Was more prosperous. ‘The 
Dject of it was this:—In the original 
rangementfor carrying the army at once 
p the West Scheldt, Sir John Hope’s 
Vision was included ; but just before we 
bled, the Admiral received intelligence 
bat the French fleet was come ‘down 
pieast of Flushing, and seemed to threaten 
oppose our passage up the Scheldt, 

. In this view, it was conceived that, by 
landing on the north side of South Beve- 
bud, the island. might be possessed, and all 
e batteries taken in reverse, and thereby 
© position of the French fleet, if they 
entured to remain near Flushing, would 
“, as it were, turned, and their retreat 
endered more difficult, while the attack 
nthem by our ships would have been 
uch facilitated : and for this object, the 
or bes John Hope rather preceded, 
yy rom the Downs, the rest of the 
“ The navigation of the East Scheldt 
*s found most difficult ; but by the skill 
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Buttery, the only one, from its situation, of 
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and perseverance of Sir Richard Keats 
this purpose was happily and early ac- 
complished, though the troops were carri- 
ed a great way in schuyts and boats ; and 
this division was landed near Ter-Goes, 
from whence they swept all the batieres 
in the island that could impede the 
progress of our ships up the West Schelde, 


August of the important post of Baiz, to 
which it had been promised the army should at 
once have deen brought up. 

«Siu John lope remained in possession 
of this post, though not without being 
twice attacked by the enemy’s flotilla, for 
nine days before any of the gun-boats 
under Captain Sir fiome Popham were 
moved up the Scheldt to his support. 

« Bat it will be recollected, tha’ both 
these operations tended divectly co forward 
the original purpose of a rapid progres 
upthe Scheldt: the former by openti,s iue 
Cadsand Channel, could the landing of 
Lord Huntiey’s division have been etlected ; 
the second, by covering the progress of 
our fleet along the coast of South Beve- 
land; while the division under Sir Jolin 
towards the destination’ at which the ress 
of the armament was to be assembled. 

« Tt will now only be necessary ior me 
to bring before your Majesty the dates at 
which the several parts of the armament 
were enabled, according to the arrange- 
ment of Sir Richard Strachan, to pursue 
their progress up the Scheldt. In this 
place, however, it may be proper that I 
should previously advert to the grounds on 
which the 3d division under Lieutenant- 
General Grosvenor, as well as the two 
light battalions of the King’s German 
Legion, (composing part of the force des~ 
tined in the first instance to proceed 
against Antwerp) were landed at Walche- 
ren, and employed before Flushing. 

« Your Majesty will be pleased to re- 
collect, that the troops which sailed from 
Portsmouth under Lieutenant-Genera! Sir 
Eyre Coote were destined for the service 
of Walcheren, and had been considered 
as suflicient for that object, according to 
the intelligence aati and the supposed 
strength of the enemy; though at the 
same time, certainly relying, for the first 
efforts against Flushing, on the promised 
co-operation of the Navy, and on their esta- 
blishing, as was held out, in the first instance, 
a naval blockade, except on the side of 
Veer and Rammekins. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, this did not take place, and for several 
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and possessed themselves on the.2d of 


Hope was at the same time sofar advanecd ~ 
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nights afier the army was before Flushing, 
the enemy succecded in throwing from the op- 
posite coust, probably from the canal of Ghent, 
considerable reinfurcements tnto the place, 
which enabled him constantly to annoy our out- 
posts and working parties, and finally to at- 
tempt a sally in force, though, happily from the 
valour of your Majesty's troops, without suc- 
cess. This proving very harrassing, par- 
ticularly from the great difficulty of com- 
munication between the several parts of 
our line, | determined, in order to relieve 
the troops and press forward the siege 
with as much vigour as possible, to avail 
myself for the time of the services of these 
corps 3 but itis to be remembered, that 
this was only done because I saw no movement 
making to push forward a single vessel up the 
West Scheldt; and it therefore seemed more 
advisable to have their assistance before 
Flushing, than that they should lie inactive 
in the Veer Gat; and they might at any 
time be re-embarked from Rammekins in 
a few hours, whenever their transports 
could be brought up from Veer, and there 
was the least chance of our proceeding to 
our ulterior destination. 

“ I have already stated that Rammekins 
surrendered on the evening of the 3d of 
August. 

«‘ Immediately upon this event, feeling, 
as I did, great uneasiness at the delay 
which had already taken place, and at the 
departure from the original plan, I wrote a 
letter to the Admiral, then at Ter Veer, 
expressing my hope, that the ships would 
now be able to enter the West Scheldt by 
the Sloe Passage, and that notime should 
be lost in pressing forward as speedily as 
possible our further operations; and I re- 
quested, at the same time, that he would 
communicate to me the extent of naval 
co-operation he could afford, as well for 
the future blockade of Flushing, as with 


S 


a view to protecting the coasts of South 
Beveland, and watching the passages from 
the Meuse to the East Scheldt, as this 
consideration would govern very much 
the extent of force I must leave in South 
Beveland, when the army advanced. To 
this letter he did not reply fully till the 8th 
of August; but I had a note from him on 
the Sth, assuring me the transports should 
be brought forward without delay ; and 
1 had also a very long conversation with 
him on the morning of the 6th, on the 
arrangements to be taken for our further 
operations, when I urged, in the strongest 
manuer, the necessity of not losing a mo- 


ment in bringing up the ¢avalry and ord- 





eS 
nance ships, transports, store-ships, yi., 
tuallers, &c. in order that the armaimey 
might proceed without delay to its deg; 
nation; and J added my hopes, that (i¢, 
wou'd receive the protection of the shin 
of war, none of which had yet entered th 
West Scheldt. 

“To all of this, and to the several ». 
rangements explained to fitm in detail, jy 
fully assented. 

“In his reply to my letter of the 44 
onthe sth of August, he acquaints 
that several of the smaller vessels of di 
ferent descriptions had passed through th: 
intricate passage of the Sloe, and that te 
had ordered the frigates to pass up the 
West Scheldt, to be followed by tic line. 
of-battle ships; and he gave hopes thr: 
he should be able to go up the river wr 





‘ | ds Q 
the flotilla on the 10th of August at tu. ca 
thest, and that the frigates and |ine-0. ® 
batile ships shouid follow, as they came a" 


in, In succession. v 
«The frigates, however, did not pas 
Flushing till the evening of the 11th, and 
ihe line-of-battle ships only passed to the 
anchorage above Fiushing on the 1th, 
the second day of the bombardment. 





“ These ships began to proceed up fit - 
river on the 1 8th, and arrived on the 1i)th dot 
one division as high as the bay belo ld | 
Waerden, the other off the Hanswer 7 
where they remained: the Couragett ev 
passed above Batz; the cavalry ship uld 
only got through the Sloe Passage in’ re 
the West Scheldt from the 20th to tlt ne t 
23d, and arrived off Batz on the 221 aul d 
24th; the ordnance ships and store shijs rt 
passed through from the 22d to the %/, ose 
and arrived at their destination off Bat Vs 
on the 24th and 25th ; the transports {0 sli 


Lieutenant General Grosvenor’s divisiat 
only came up to receive them on the lvth 
on’which day they embarked ; and those 
for Major General Graham’s division cn 
the 2Och and 2ist; and they arrives ot 
Batz on the 24th. The corps of Brigatiet 
General Rottenburgh, and the light bat: 
talions of the German Legion, proceede 
to join the Earl of Rosslyn’s division ™ 
South Beveland. . 
“From the Statement, your Majcs! 
will see, that notwithstanding every (/” 
on my part with the Admiral, the armaines 





was not assembled at the point of its des = 
ination till’ the 25th, and of course (h? May & 
the means of commencing operatial In 

n 


sooner against Antwerp were nevel 
my power. 4 
“ It now became at this advanced | 








































a 
vie. i my duty to consider very seriously 
hent . 


expediency of landing the army on 
Continent. On comparing all the 
cllizence obtained as to the strength 
the enemy, it appeared to be sach as 
leave (as stated in my dispatch of the 
) of August) no reasonable prospect 
ithe force under my coiemand, after 
wnplishing the preliminary operations 
educing Fort Lite as well as Lietken- 
eck, on the opposite gi Antwerp, 
hout the possession of whicik the d 
ction of the ships and arsenels of 

my couid not be effeeved ; and in ad 
on to tls, the seckness w hh nag heean 


hh the 
at he 


V ’ ¢ - . > 
Hy pitack the army about the 20:5, and which 
line. howly increastng toan alai ming extent, 


hts . . ° 


with is of the medical men, as to its further 


Tut evess, at that unhealthy season, and 
ae ich fatal experience has since shewn to 
Came e been but toe well founded. 


Your Majesty will not be surprised 
nder these circumstances, I paused in 
uring the Admiral to put the army on 
e. That a landing might have been 
e, and that any force that had been 
oscd to us inthe field would have yielded 
e superior valour of British troops, I have 
doubt; but then, any such success 
li have been of no avail tewards the 
iument of the ultinsate object, and 


t pass 
1, and 
to the 

14th, 


p the 
1th; 
helow 
went, 


agent e was still less chance that the enemy 
ships iid have given us the opportunity. 
e mid re in his fortresses, he had a surer 
: 7 pe to play; for if ever the army, di- 


das it must necessarily have been in 


> ships T to occupy both banks of the river, 


e $3 osed to the effects of inundation on 
Batt y side, and with all its communica- 
rts fo s liable to be cut off, while the force of 
ivisiog tnemy was daily and hourly increas- 
e 19th, had once sat dowa before Antwerp, 
| thos unnecessary for me to peint out to 
on ot t Majesty how critical must in a short 
eu oh have been their situation. But when, 
gatiet d to this, sickness to an alarming ex- 
it bat had begun to spread itself among the 
veedel Ps; and the certain and fatal progress 
jon 10 hich, at that season, was but too well 

| rained, it appeared to me that all 
[ajestt er advance could only tend to com- 
y ofan ‘etrievably the safety of the army 
rainelh 0 your Majesty had confided to me, 
its des Which every “principle of military 
se the  °s well as the direct tenor’ of my in- 
rations ‘ions alike forbade. 


ade a this state of things, I considered 
r : ere was left me no alternative, but 
a sue the course I have already stated, 
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| for your Majesty’s information, in my 
dispatch of the 20th of August; and that 
, conduct I now most humbly, but at the 
} same time with perfect confidence, submis 
to your Majesty's judgment. 

“| shall here close thts report; which 
has, I fear, already detained your Majesty 
but too long; by observing, that wherever 
it has been necessary for me to advert to 
the disappointments experienced, through 
the arrangements of the Admiral, in the 
naval co-operation I had been taught to 

peet, F have confined myself to seating the 
| facts; abstaining, as if became ime, from 
| all comment, and leaving it to the Ad- 
miral, in'such report as he may make of 
his proceedings, to bring under your Ma- 
jesty’s view the circumstances which may 
have occasioned them, and above all, to 
account for the difficulties which prevented 
the investment of Ulushing (a point never 
even doubted of before) as well as to shew 
the obstacles which presented themselves 
to the early progress of the armament up 
the West Scheldt, which operation I had 
always looked upon as the primary object 
of his instructions, and on the accomplishes 
ment of which our best hopes of success 
in any of the ulterior objects of the Ex- 
pedition principally, if not whelly, de- 
pended. (Signed) CHATHAM. 

Lieutenant-General, 
October 15th, 1809.” 
(Presented to the King, 14th February, 1810.) 

The ‘observations, called for by this 
Narrative, naturally divide themselves into 
txvo parts: First, as relating to the con- 
duet of the Admiral, Sir RicnarpSrrRacHan, 
towards Lonn CxuatHaM; and, SECOND, ag 
relating to the conduct of the ministry to- 
wards the public. Without entering 
into detail, it is manifest, that Lord Chat- 
ham, though, in some instances, he leaves 
it, in words, for others to jadge of the 
Admiral’s conduct, in fact he does con- 
demn that conduct; that he blemes the 
Admiral for not giving him the assistance 
that he might have given him previous to 
the capture of Flushing; that reinforee- 
ments were, from that cause, let Wto 
Flushing; that the capture of that place 
was thereby retarded ; that, of course, the 
farther intended operations up the Scheldt 
were alsoretarded from the same cause ; 
that, when the time came to push forward, 
the Admiral was again tardy , and, that 
his tardiness did, in fact, cause so much 
delay in the operations of the army, that, 








supposing the great and ultimate object of 
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the Expedition to have been at all practt- 
cable (of which, by-the-bye, Lord Chat- 
hamseems from the first to have greatly 
doubted), that object must have been ‘frus- 
trated in consequence of such delay on the 
part of the Adiniral._——Such 1s, I think, 
the fair meaning of Lord Chatham’s Nar- 
rative. What answer Sir Richard Strachan 
may make to it, | pretend not to foresee ; 
but, I have seen, in some of the news-pa- 
pers, Lord Chatham’s Dispatch of the 16th 
of August quoted in answer to his present 
charges against the Admival. In his Dis- 
patch of the 16th of August Lord Chatham, 
alter giving an account of his operations 
against Flushing, the capture of which he 
Was announcing, says: “ The seamen, 
“ whose labours had already been so useful to 
“ the army, sought their reward in a fur- 
“ ther opportunity of distinguishing them- 
“selves; and one of the batteries was ac- 
cordingly entrusted to them, and which 
they served with admirable vigour and 
eflect.—I must here beg to express my 
strong sense of the constant and cordial 
co-operation of the navy on all occasions ; 
and my warmest acknowledgments are 
most particularly due to Captain Cockburn, 
of the Belleisle, commanding the flotilla, 
and ¢o Captain Pichardson, ot the Cesar, 
“commanding the brigade of seimen 
“landed with the army.’’——Now, as 
Lord Chatham, in his Narrative, com- 
plains of the Adiniral’s net having given 
him the proper, and even the prouised as- 
sistance, in the attack upon Flushing, it is 
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said, by Sir Richard Strachan’s friends, 
that we have here, under Lord Chatham’s 
own hand, a proof that his complaint, now 
made, is, as far, at least, as relates to 
What took place previous to the capture 
of Flushing, ¢otally unfounded; because we 
here see, that, after that capture, he says, in 
terms the most explicit, that he has every 
thing to say in praise of the navy; that 
he has had their “ constant and cordial co- 
operation.” ——Tt is, indeed, very difficult, 
if not impossible to explain these words 
away; for, though the Admiral is not 
named, and two of his captains are named ; 
still the whole of the nary is praised for its 
constant and cordial co-operation. The 
only question, therefore, is, whether con- 
siderations of future advantage, or of fas 
ture prevention of mischief, did authorize 
Lord Chatham to make this report of the 
conduct of the navy, at a moment when 
he was in possession of the facts, which he 
has now laid before the king and the par- 
liament, and which facts are in direct con- 








































tradiction to that report. He does po 
praise the Admural, he does not name bp): 
and, it is pretty evident that he was (i 
pleased with bim, at the time when ) 
wrote his dispatch of the 16th of Auguyy: 
but, still, where are we tolook tor ajusiiticy 
tion for having, ina dispatch tntended fy 1 
public eye, praised the navy and assery 
that its co-operation had been convex 
and cordial, when, at the moment whe 
he was writing that dispatch, he kney 
that his operations had been retarded ay! 
that the great object of his enterprize wy 
likely to be frustrated by a want of thy 
very co-operation? In his dispatch of th 
29th of August, where he states the cause, 
which have induced him to resolve to ps 
ceed no further, he does, indeed, say m 
thing at all about either the Adiirale 
the Navy, which shews that he was o¢ 
of temper with the former, or, at le 
that he was not upon a very Cordial io 
ing with him; but, there is nothing, inay 
opinion that can possibly reconcie tit 
dispatch of the loth of August with tt 
Narrative now under observation. \\te 
took place, indeed, after the 16th oi At 
gust, is another matter: Of the conus 
of the navy after that date, Lord Chailiai 
had not spoken in his dispatches, and wa 
therefore, at full liberty to condeima! 
either in a report to the king, or in li 
evidence to the House of Commons; bi 
there is no rubbing out the praises int 
dispatch of the loth of August; there! 
no reconciling that dispateh with theo 
rative ; and, the public must, accordily 
to their opinion as to those two sv 
ments, be permitted to judge of any 0” 
statements, made by the same perso!.— 
lt has been urged against Lord Chathas 
that the time of publishing this Norm" 
indicates a desire to take an unfair acre 
tage of Sir Richard Strachan. Real 
there is something so strange in the whol 
of this affair; that one does not know 4 
to think of it; but, I cannot see any™ 
son that Sir Richard has to complain: 
is to say, if what Lord Chatham say’ “ 
correct. The former may demand a" 
quiry into his conduct. Towards >" 
Strachan I donot think that Lord Cha'™ 
has acted unfairly ——But all this * 
pears to me to be of very little co” 
quence to the nation, compared with! 
question between the ministers ®! 

pubiic. This is the interesting po" 
which Lord Chatham’s Narrative 15 " 
viewed, We see, that the narrat 
dated on the 15th of October ; and that 
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eS Not ‘Ito have been presented to the king on 
e him: e 14th of February.——Now, 10 the first 
ms | . ~ + 
1S (lis a-e, how comes it, that Lord Chatham 


d not deliver it, in the shape of a report, 


en he j 
the ministers ? Uow long, I should wish to 


ugust’ 

Ne ' ; . — 2 . 
Stificas sow, has it been constitutional for a com- 
for te inder of an expedition to make his re- 


orts directly to the king, and not to the 
inisters ?—— Well, but, why was not 


sserted 
‘ONStanf 
L when 
knew, 
ed and 
Ze Wy 
of th 
1 of the 
Cause, 
tO [Xe 


QW na 
AY Nt 


awn up onthe 15th of October, was it 
Dt presented till withn one day of four 
nths afterwards ?>——Let it be observed, 
bo, that this paper was not presented to 
be House of Commons amongst those 
apers, Which, IN THE Sreecn, the king 
as advised to say, he trusted, would be 
sutisfuctory’” upon the subject of this 
jtal Expedition; and, it is now clear, 
bat this paper never would have been 
id before the House, and, of course, 
bat the public never would have seen 
(though written in October last) had 
ie the t the Inquiry took place, and which 
vith the quiry, we should always bear in mind, 
Whe as, in the way in which it has taken place, 
of At pposed by the ministers. Never should we 
ondue ave seen this paper, had it not been for 
haihan e Inquiry; and, indeed, it would, from 
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nd Was e dates, seem, that the ing never would 
ema f ave heard any thing ‘of it; so that to 
in li orD PoRCHESTER and those who voted 


3; ba ith him the public are clearly indebted 





s in tit br the knowledge of the contents of this 
bere i hestimable paper.—But, now let us look 
he na ack a little, and see what was passing, 


cording 


hile this paper lay, ready drawn up, in 
e possession of Lord Chatham. It is 
imost impossible to believe, that the mi- 
isters, or, at least, a part of them, were 
t, in the month of October, made acquaint- 
I with this Narrative of Lord Chatham ; 


ditis, I think, quite impossible to be- 


» state 


ny ott 
on 
pathat 
arratt 
ave 


Real’ eve, that whether they had, or had not 
e whl ‘tually seen the Narrative, they must have 
yw wha wown of the mutual accusations of the land 

















ny fe d sea commanders. Yet, on the 20¢h 
in: Wb December did they advise the king, to 
says & ll the Corporation of London that he did 
d an! ot think it necessary to order any military In- 
Sr ry into the conduct of the Expedition. Well 
"athe nouch m ay it now be asked, who it was 
his # iat udvised the king to give that answer to the 
, cons “y of London. The king, then, in the 
with 8 veech to the Parliament, says that he will 
and der such papers to be laid before them,” 
yoint, M, he trusts, will be satisfactory; but, he 
js t Hid not, and he could not intend to lay this 


rqtive | 


: Most important of all papers before them, 
that # 


%', We see, that the paper is dated as pre- 


e Narrative presented sooner? Why, if 
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sented to him only on the 14th of February, 
long after the Speech was made. But, 


supposing the king not to have heaid of 


the Narrative, his ministers must, or at least, 
Lord Chathai, the author of it, must; and 
yet these ministers, ofwhom Lord Chatham 
himself wes one, advised the king, on the 
20th of Dec. to tell the Citizens of Lon- 
don that he did not think a military Inquiry 
necessary.—— Now, how is this to be met 
by the ministers? It is impossible, 
that they can deny having had a know- 
ledge of Lord Chatham’s Narrative ; be- 
cause, in that case, what becomes of him, 
who, as a cabinet-minister, could lide from 
them that knowledge ? Thus we see how 
much can be done by the City of Lon- 
don, if under the guidance of sound prin- 
ciples and animated with only common 
spirit. Had it not been forthem ; had 
it not been for their call for an Inquiry (a 
call which was treated in a manner that 
will not, I trust, soon be forgotten,) this 
Narrative of Lord Chatham would have 
been without one half of its eflect. We 
have now not only the proof of the neces- 
sity of an Inquiry ; but, to that we add 
the proof that the ministers, or one of 
them at least, who is still a minister, had 
already drawn up with his own hand, or, 
at least, had signed with his own name, a 
paper containing grounds more than suili- 
cient for an Inquiry. 





[Since writing the above, I find 
that there are some considerable 
omissions in the Returns of the 
Deaths, (see p. 280), which will be 
pointed out in my next.] 





* * Tt was my intention to have offered 
some remarks upon several other topics, 
especially onthe proposition for taking 
into our pay (just when the war in Portu- 
gal islikely to be put anend to) thirty thou- 
sand Portuguese troops, whom I hope the 
Parliament will take care’to forbid being 
BROUGHT INTO THIS KINGDOM, 
I also wished to express more fully 
than I can now do, for want of time, the 
satisfaction I feel, in common with all 
those with whom I have conversed upon 





the subject, at the manly and useful strug-' 


gle, which Mr. Burgoyne has made in 
Essex ; and which may, at a future pe- 
riod, be the cause of rescuing that county 
from the disgraceful compromise, which, 
for years past, has in fact deprived the 
freeholders of any voice at all, 
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COBBETT’S 
COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 


State Trials: 


The Frereenta Part of the above 
Work will be published on the Ist of 
March. One Part will appear, with the 
greatest regularity, on the first of each 
succeeding month. Sabscribers who pur- 
chase the Work in Quarterly Volumes are 
respectfully informed that the Fifth Vo- 
lume will be ready for delivery on the 
first of March. Of the Two Hunprep 
and Srven Trials or Proceedings, of 
which the first five Volumes consist, 
Ninety-Four never before came into any 
Collection. The following is a List of the 
Articles contained in the Fifth Volume: 


*.* The new Matter is marked ({N.] 


$87. The Proceedings, Examination, and Trial of 
Colonel Eusebius Andrewe, more commonly writ- 
ten Andrewes, (a Barrister of Gray’s Inn,) before 
the High Court of Jastice, for High ‘Treason, 
a. dp. 1650, 

188. The Trial of Mr. Christopher Love, before 
the High Court of Justice, for High Treason, 
a. pv. 1651. 

489. The Trial of Mr. John Gibbons, before the 
High Court of Justice, for High Treason, a, v. 
1651. 

190. Proceedings against James Stanley, Earl of 
Derby, Sir Timothy Fetherstontaugh, and Cap- 
tain John Benbow, Lefere a Court Martial, for 
High ‘T'reasow, a. vp. 1651 [N.J 

191. The Trial of Major Richard Faulconer, at 
the Upper Bench Bar.in Westminster-hall, upon 
an Indictment for Perjury, a. p. 1653. 

192. Tire Case of Captain Joln Streater, on an 
Habeas Corpus, at the Upper Bench ia Westinin- 
ster-hal!, a.v. 1655. 

193. The Trial of Mr. John Tilburne, at the Ses- 
sions of the Peace held for the City of London, 
at Justice-Hall jn the Old Bailey, for returning 
into England, being banished by Act of Pavlia- 
ment, a. pd. 1653. 

194, Case of the Privileges of Embessadors, being 
the Proceedings against Don Pantalcon Sa, Bro- 
ther of the Embassador from the King of Portu- 
gal te England, for Murder in a Rict in the New 
Exchange, a.p. 1604 [N.] 

195. The Tvial of Joha Gevhard, Peter Vowel, 
and Somerset Fox, before the High Court of Jns- 
tice, for High Treason, ia conspiring to Murder 
the Lord Protector, a. p. 1654. 

t90. Proceedings of the Commissioners appointed 
by Oliver Ofomwell. for ejecting Scandalous and 
Insufficiont Ministers, agaist John Pordage, of 
Bradfield, jn the County of Berks, A.D. i654. 

497. Proceedings of the Commissioners appointed 


by Oliver Cromwell for ejecting Scandatous aod _ 


Ignorant Ministers. fn the Case af Waiter Bush- 
nell, Clerk, Vicar af Box, it dhe County.of Wilts, 
4. D. 1056 [N. | 

«9s. The Trial of the Hon, Colonel John Peerud- 
duck, af Lxva, igh Treason, a. v. 1655, 
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| most of independence have had the cov 








j means employed to influence 
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Couucil against Sir Henry Vane, kut. fy; the id 
publication of a Bock, mtitled, “A Healigg Born 
“* Question, propounded and resolved, upon ¢¢. 
* casion of the late public and seasonable Ca}! 1 
“Humiliation, in order to Love and Unig 
‘* amongst the honest Party,” a. p. 1656 [N.) 

200. Proceedings in the House of Commons avaing 
James Nayler, for Blasphemy, and other Misi. 
meanors, a. p. i656. 

201. The Trial of Miles Sindercome, alias Fis), 
before the Lord Chief Justice Glynn, and ;. 
Justice Warburton, at the Upper-Bench, Wu. 
minster, fur High Treason, a. p. 1657. 

202. The ‘Trial of Sir Henry Slingsby, kut. befon 
the High Court of Justice, for High Treas, 
A.D. 1655. 

203. The Trial of Dr. John Hewet, before th, 
High Court of Justice, for High Treason, ay 
1658. 

204. The Trial of John Mordant, esq. before the 
High Court of Justice, for High Treason, a, 
1658. 

205. The Trials of TWENTY-NINE REGICIDES, 
at the Old Bailey, for High Treason, which be 
gan on the 9th of October, a. p. 1660. 

206, Proceedings upon an Impeachment against 
William Drake, for writing, printing, and pub 
lishing a false, wicked, malicious aud seditious 
Pamphlet, entitled, ‘* The Long Parliament re 
vived,” a. p. 1660 [N,] 

207. Proceedings in Scotland against Archibald 
Marquis of Argyle, for High Treason, 4. v. 1601, 
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ESSEX ELECTION. 
To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Frecholders f 
the County of Essex. 

Gentlemen :—To the Eight Hundred 
and Eleven Independent Freeholders wie 
have supported ine, Lreturn my warmest 
Thanks; to those who have opposed me, 
some of them not by the most justifiable 
means, Tofler good will and forgiveness; 
and to thuse who on account of ambitiott 
views and private friendship, have remail 
ed neuter, though they approve of iny pm 
litical principles, submit my advice tat 
they would in future feel for their county, 
and exercise their franchises in support el 
their opinions. —Under all circumsiance 
I assert that my deteatis in truth a triumph 
f have manifested under every discourse” 
ment, some firmness and perseverance, ® 
giving an example which I hope wil! oe 
followed throughout the United Kingdo™ 
at the next General Election. | hevé 
faithfully observed my engagements, # 
shewn, that wealth is not necessary for * 
Candidate, and that the Freeholders 
Counties have still the pewer to choo® 
their own Representatives. Twishi could 
add, that all those who have talked tm 
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to exercise it.—Powerful have been 
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for the xd afier your elective franchises lying 


Healing rmant forty years, in consequence of 
PON ¢¢« e compromise which has disgraced this 
te ounty, it could not be expected that the 
Na 0a nirit of independence should be at once as 
avaing nspicuous with us as it is in the neigh- 
 Misde. puring County of Keut. However, the 
undation is laid, and the best return J 

1 Ape. an make for your favour, is to continue to 
‘Ya ypport this constitutional work.—Mr. 
Joublon has no reason to boast or his ma- 

_befut rity; his return is owing to the disunion 
reason, f his enemies, not to the strength of his 
ore thy A iends. <A third of the Freeholders have 
D, 4p Mot polled; the leading Whig interests 
ave not moved; hundreds of ny friends 

ore the id not give me their votes, because they 
"4 ought that there was no chance of over- 






























aking my opponent. Anexposure of some 
fthe instances of influence and tyranny 
hich have been exercised will be my 
rstobject. Ifthey do not deter the ene- 
hies of your independence from such ve- 
al practices in fature, they will, I hope, 
ncouragé you to resist them, and teach 
ou that your country is your surest party 
nd your best friend. Iam, Gentlemen, 
four faithful friend and obliged servant, 
Moxtacu Burcoyne. 
Chelmsford, Feb. 17. 
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MR. WINDHAM. 


Sin;—The Letters of your opponents 
trequently find places m your Weekly 
hegister, that I shall make no apology for 
raving this at your disposal.—As it is 
tended to be a commentary upon a com- 
entary, the text being Mr. Windham’s 


ndred 
$ Wha 
rmieat 
d mie, 
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oa te speech, or rather, as you correctly 
ee scribe it, “ the publication called a 
oe eech of Mr. Windham,” I shall pursue 


he order observed by you ; withholding, 


1y if . 

: a owever, for the present, any remarks con- 
molt wee with what you call the public part 
al that speech, partly because they might 


xtend to a length inconvenient for inser- 





te ion, but more particularly because you 
phe ntimate that your remarks on that head 
a *s ee yet closed.—Adverting then to 

ud sb) eonal” attack contained im the 
Are USlication “i Yuestion, you first observe, 


hat it was any thing but “ manly,” 


rs BABB, it left the persons attacked without the 





eat means of defence. What? The lords 
; h asters of the press without the: means 


ence? Surely this position is rather 
,  Msical..— As well anight you tell me 
"at if you were te thrust ‘your hand into 





- 
rif} 


FEBRUARY 24, 1810.—Mr. Windham. 


(298 


nothing but drop their wings, and mourn 


over their own helplessness. Let us look 
to what has now been the fact. Has the 
hive been indeed so passive? Has there 
been no buzzing, no stinging, no shower 
of darts from the citadel, no sally from the 
garrison? Or do you mean it to be thought 
that your observations, and those of the 
Reperter whose letter you insert and ap- 
plaud, and those too, daily issuing from 
the Newspapers in town and country, fur- 
nish no defence at all?—That Mr. Wind- 
ham’s attacks are going through the world 
unanswered and unchecked? ‘This I think 
you cannot wish us to believe.—But the 
assaulted parties, you will say, though they 
could reply to him the next morning, could 
not do so when the attack was made. 
‘This is true, and it is equally true in every 
case where the party attacked is absent ; 
It happened so with respect to some indi- 
viduals who had not the good luck to be 
amongst the auditors of your Speeches in 
Hampshire. Yet I donot recollect that on 
that account you thought it necessary to 
apologize for the unmantliness of the cen- 
sures you applied to them. Well, but the 
present case, you may say, is not that of 
persons absent, but of persons actually pres 
sent whoare prevented from making reply. 
So, then, it seems that one of these rules 
should be observed ;—either no member 
of parliament should be permitted to re- 
mark on the condact of any individual not 
a member, but who may happen by some 
chance to be seated in the Gallery—or else, 
what would be more entertaining, and 
perhaps more conformable with your opt- 
nions, the attacked gentleman in the gallery 
should be allowed to reply to the attacking 
gentleman on the floor.—This would give 
a pleasing variety and relief to the debates, 
and the house and the gallery might come 
toa trial of strength of Jungs in applaud- 
ing their respective champions. Seri- 
ously, Sir, in the present contest, you and 
your associates have cvery advantage over 
your adversary (if such you choose to con- 
sider him) which number, concert, esprit 
du corps, the use of your owa accustomed 
weapons, and what is mere than all, the 
absolute command of the press, can afford 
you ;~—so that while you are ns 
Mr. Windham for want of courage, 2 

the rest of the werld, nnconmnec with 
the ; ress, as astonished at histemerity; I 





meas as shewn in a total diseegard of per- 
sora! considerations. Nextaste the des- 





Nive of bees, thie poor ‘bees could do 
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them has ever kept a lottery-ofhce or 
been a footman—and that but ene of them 
has been a bankrupt —Wirhout disputing 
your means of possessing thus early the 
result of an enquiry regarding a very Du- 
merous body of people, | would just ob- 
serve that, even if that result should prove 
to be correct, the main arguments of the 
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Speech in question would not at all softer, | 


provided that amongst the persons alluded 
to, some were found to be at least of simi- 
lar classes, neither does it alter the case if 
it should happen (as from my own know- 
ledge it does) that some, or even many, 
re pectab! »and well educated persons are 
connected with the daily andv eekly press. 


, s | , . 
The words in question, even a3 Given im 


the report you have made use of, are by 


[30 
bespatter one another with charges of ye. 


nality and slander. But lec an attack be 
made from a foreign quarter, and the ¢iy\ 
wars are over in an Instant—the wrangling 
corps forget their own quarrels, and be. 
come firmly united against the common 
eneiny. ‘The inference to be drawn from 
this conduct must be, that the charve 
made are true when alledged by them. 
selves, but false when adduced by a by. 
stander. Jam nowcome to the personal 
application which you have chosen tp 
make of Mr. Windham’s use of the term 
« Bankrept.’? That this gentleman shoul 





| have had in view any individual whoms- 


no means of a general nature, though the | 


Editors and Reporters, as if coveling an 
attack, seem almost with one voice to have 
agreed to regard them as levelled against 


the whole fraternity, collectively and in- | 


dividually. With respect, however, to one 


of the obnoxious descriptions, that of “ foot- | 
man,’ I have heard from a person who was | 
present, that it was not used by Mr. Wind- 


ham, throngh by mistake it was noticed as 
if ithad, in Mr. Sheridan’s reply—a_ mis- 
take which, Lam told, was immediately 
corrected. ) 
informing yourself and the public, whether 
this statement be true or false. But whe- 
ther the opinions thus said to have been 
advanced by Me. Windhim were just or 
otherwise, it ts to ine, who have been a 
fy quent ana almost constant reader of 
your Register for many years; it is to 
me, [say, «matter of perfect astonishmen: 
to find you, of all men living, charging 
those epimmions with injustice or harsh- 
ness: You, who have so repeatedly brand- 


You possess ample means of 


ed the press with every species of infamy, | 


you who have constantly reviled its con- 
ductors as “ hirelings,’ you, who have 
exhausted a vocabulary with which no 
writer las ever been more copiously stor- 
ed, sole ~posing the is (lirelings”’ for what 
you h 
tion ! Passages to this effect I could easi- 
v cite from your works suffictent to 
furnish you with mottoes for the next fire 
years. Yet now these « Hirelings’’ are 
honoured with your special protection— 
yout more than brotheriv commiuseration. 
This inconsistency, though more glaring 
™m you than in any of your new associates, 
is sul remarkable enough in many of 
them, whose daily practice it has been to 


; , . , 
ve described as their calumnies, | 
wisrepresentauens, venality and corrup- | 


| which he himself contributed. 


ever, seems neither necessary nor probabie, 
That he should have thought of Mr. 
Wright, appears from your own statemen: 
to be imprebable in the highest degree. 
Mr. Wright seems by that account to have 
poss ssed Mr. Windham/’s good will, aud 
not to have done any thing to forleitit. 
His past nuisfortunes, even if known to Mr. 
Windham at ail, must have been known 
by him to have proceeded from othe 
causes than misconduct ; and if any re. 
proach had been atteched to those tmisior- 
tunes, (which there is no reason | 
lieve) he would for the revivai of 
proach be indeb'edto your friendiy citices 
Me. Wright, moreover, seems new to 
strictly of the dese Toon of person 10 
whom Mr. Windbain was aliucing. ts 
pnblivation is not a newspaper 5 tt 's 3 
Collection of Soeeches compiled and priit 
el some time atter they bave Deen dei ver 
ed, with a view to the imformarion of pos 
teritty, and corrected, in miaty instances, 
by the speakers themseives, Mr. W ind: 
jam appears to be one ot the speckers who 
render this assisianec, and it woud lave 
been strange iniecd: if he bad thought tt 
hecessary to censtre a puolication to 
Neither 
is the care which he has manifested in ‘he 


correction of his speeches at all inconsis 





ent with his opimon(if such be his opi m) 
that the debates ought noi to be publisued 
at all. It suil they are published, inere 
surely is no blame in his desire that lis 
Statements on important questions should 
be given correctly. As to the obligate? 
under which it is pretended Mr. W indhan 
is placed by the trouble his speeches have 
given to the editor, it i3 Surely at least '™ 
ciprocal. Ii certainly must be very 1" 
the editor’s interest, as it ought to be lis 
endeavour, to have his publication correct 
ed by those who are most competent ' 
the task ; and in fact it appears trom you 
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atement that both you and Mr. Wright 

sure in havi Mr. Windham’s 
took pleasure in having Mr. indham's 
speeches upon record as full as _possi- 
ble.’—Finally, you advert to a commu- 
ication very unimportant in itself, and 
non which you leave the comment to be 
sade by your readers, probabiy from the 
ficulty of ascertaining what sort of 
pinment it was capable ot. . It seems not 
mprobable, I think, that in the represen- 
tion given, the dramatis persone may 


, 


ave shified places a hiitle ; that is, 1 
ems the mare natural course that Mr. 
‘right should have first mentioned to Mr. 
Vindham what Mr. Windham ts stated to 
wea-kedfrom him. tam very far trom 
ishing to impute to Mr. Wright any 
ial misrepresentation, The mis: ike 
hay have arisen from the want of a npre- 
ee recollection of a conversation which 
probably took place some time ago, and 
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trader, the same as the most extended 


/ commerce between one nation and another. 


—Want of capital, limited credit, and an 


overstocked market producing in each the 


same difficulties, embarrassments and in- 
solvency.—Harly in life 1 started into 
business with a sum scarcely to equal the 
furniture of a modern kitchen, or the fit- 
tings-up of a stylish compting house. In 
the first place, 1 made myse!f acquainted 


with the value of a variety of articles at 


(| consumer, 


the whari, with the prices given Oy the 
retailer, and with the profits paid by the 
Opportunities soon occurred 


of realizing large gains. ‘The cheapness 


| of the commodity, the certainty of tts sale, 


and the probirble quickness of the return, 
were self-evident; but with my little sum 
and no credit, cheese-parings and candle- 


_ ends were all that I could manage.—My 


hich certain'y proves nothing against 


Ir. Win ham, in which ever.way i might 
ave passed. Lam, Sir, &c. 
15 Feb. 1810. MA Frienp to Trura. 





JACOBIN GUINEAS. 
Sin;—The liberality, with which you 
mvite ail your readers to the free discus- 
won of every subject that excites public 


uriosity, has induced me, who am a 


tranger, and by no means fond of ob- 
rud ng opinions, to offer a few observa- 
bons on the subject of Jacobin Guineas ; 
ni tiough I may only flatter myself in 


upposing they may tend to simplify, | 


ceriainiy shall not be accused of puzzling 
at was before a plain question.—I am 
pot, Mr. Cobbett, a speculative theorist. 
he knowledge which I bave acquired 
bas arisea chiefly from observation and 
Xperience, and if in the discussion of this 
juestion IL sntier myself to-be led by that 
‘verience, and attempt an illustration by 
recurrence to nty cash book and ledger; 
hough to the refined philosopher, to bring 
t thus to the level of common accompts 
‘av appear degrading, yet to men of plain 
nderstanding, who like myself estimate 
nowledge by its practical effects only, i 
ay fairly hope to stand excused; and 
he more so if it really should in any mea- 
Ure elucidate: a subject rendered some- 
"tat obscure by fine spun reasoning, 
"genious deductions, aud false conclu- 
‘ous The business of a petty country 
ank, differing only in degree, is in princi- 


ple the Same as the Bankof England. And 


rilling barter and sales of the lowest 





more wealthy neteh ours e:sily secured to 
themselves these advantages, and were 
daily adding to their capital already so 


. 
i 


large: still! | was not discouraged, The 
interval between my small purchase and 
return gave me more leisure than | either 
wished or enjoyed. Yet was this letsure 
useful. [began to enquire into the origin of 
their wealth, and I soon found that many of 
them started from the same point at which 
I then stood. I foilowed them through 
the different stages of their suecess, and 
investigated the causes which secured to 
them a fortune, so much more presperous 
than their brethren. I perceived that as 
they advanced in business, by their in- 
tegrity, their caution, and above all by 
their punctuality, their credit increased in 
a ratio far beyond their capital. It was 
very evident that whilst their warehouses 
already contained goods, far exceeding in 
value the whole amount of their pro- 
perty, they were still making advantageous 
purchases, and thereby doubling the means 
of getting rich. And this was no problem, 
They felt quite secure in laving out their 
last shilling, no sudden demand could 
injure them. An additional capital was 
soon created, and all their difficulties 
vanished. ‘The Bank had no hesitation ia 
discounting freely for them; for they had 
never been defaulters, even for a moment. 
They knew that no man dare overtrade his 
capital with impunity ; for he must either 
sell at reduced: prices, to remove the evil, 
or he fails, partially at least, in his engage- 
ment; that no man fails in his engage- 
ment, but he inflicts a wound on his credit, 
in. proportion to the magnitude of that 
engagement, but they knew also, that 
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credit forms a part of capital, and in pro- 
poition to the solidity of the former, was 
the extent and power of the latter. It is 
true, a comparison sometimes produced in 
me a sort of melancholy—but never des- 
pair; for consolation was always at hand. 
knew that by steadily pursuing their pre- 
cautious system, I must attain the same 
advantages. And I have pursued their 
system. And though still young, I have 
experieneed the good arising from it. 
My capital, though princely in comparison 
of what it was, is yet very small: but the 
degree of credit I have obtaiwed is equal 
to my most sanguine expectation. Now 
let us app!y these simple facts, this plain 
statement, to the commerce, the credit and 
the resources of a kingdom. ‘The close 
of the eighteenth century fovnd Great 
Britain (a0 mat er from oe causes) rich 
and powerful beyond former times; car- 
rytigon atrade, both at home and abroad, 
equal te her must powerfulenergies. Sud- 
den!) the flame of war bursts forth be- 
tween her and France. All the maritime 
and trading states of Europey one by one 
as they became ingulphed in this destruc- 
tive vortex, lose every island, every ship, 
and every bale of goods. Their whole 
commerce fell under the guidance of Great 
Britain. Her fleets swept the ocean, and 
protected her merchant vessels to the re- 
motest corner of the globe: 
“ The winds and waves were Britain’s wide domain, 
** Aud not a sail but by permission spread.” 
But her wealth, vast as it then was, and 
noi yet drained in subsidizing her allies, 
Was not equal to these opportunities. Her 
capital was already im action. Her credit, 
though never doubted, had been but par- 
tially tried. How then were these oppor- 
tunities, so valuable in a commercial! point 
of view, to be improved ? Simply, though 
certainly, by creating a.mew capital. And 
Mr. Pitt, in furthering his own extravagant 
views, did at the same time a most essen- 
tial service to tlie nation. By the restri¢- 
tion of the Bank of England he taught us, 
that we might employ that part of our 
capital, which till then was necessarily 
detained at home, in the extension of our 
foreign trade ; while theaccommodation, so 
liberally afforded by the Bank, in discounts 
to our merchants, together with the relief, 
arising from the bonding system, then 


introduced by the goverument,doubled our. 


enterprises, 

It is not my intention, as it is foreign 
from my subject, to enquire into the evils 
that may arise from any mismanagement 


se 
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of our rulers, by the facility thus afiorded 
of obtaining supplies from the Bank. The 
consequence necessarily would be a de. 
pression as in other countries. And ny 
Restriction Pill, nor any other law, how. 
ever rigorous, could keep up its totterins 
credit :—ruin would inevitably follow, 
But to return from this digression. No 
sooner were the eflects of these changes 
felt, than our harbours were crowded with 
ships, from all quarters of the world, 
Commerce and the manufactories, in Spite 
of the war, and contrary to all forme 
experience, flourished beyond conception, 
But the Decrees of Buonaparte interrupted 
this course of prosperity. ‘Then came the 
dreadful trial! Oar whole capital, real 
and borrowed, had been bartered jor fo. 
reign merchandize ; and our manufactures, 
which hitherto had found their way 
throughout the continent, lay heaped up in 
our warehouses: all were suddenly left 
on our hands! Where then is the wonder, 
that we should feel distressed ? I should 
rather say how wonderful that we will: 
stood the shock !! Jt is true, our manuiac- 
turers bitterly complained ; our Wes 
India merchants called oa the ministers 
for support ; and our East India Company 
felt embarrassed: ‘but still we have ket 
on our course, and none of these diswal 
forebodings, so often and so ieud!y hes, 
have yet been realized. Thegreat diile 
ence of exchange, arising principally 
from this source, can be no proof of th 
depression of our currency. ‘The suis 
advanced to Austria, and the remittances 
for Russian, German, and French produce, 
whilst, from the operation of these Decrees, 
we could create no iands there, by tt 
introduction of our commodities, 2 
causes quite sufficient to account fur tls 
The delicate state too of public creat m 
France, and the total ruin of it in mostd 
the other states of Europe, at the sam 
time that it forbids the rénewal of a p2pe 
currency, must necessarily increase, !0 ° 
most astonishing degree, the demand fot 
gold and silvér : of which all thei circ 
lating medium must now consist; and thus 
demand furnishes a most powerful 2g 
ment, amouuting even to positive prod, 
that their paper currency, not ours, bi 
suffered adepression. Else why are gol 

and silver not more valuable here ? Indeed 
so great and so solid are the advantag® 
arising from our paper, that whether 

notes or with guineas, our wants are $s!) 
plied with the same facility. ‘To talk thet 
of the depression of our currency, w {nist 
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his fact is admitted, is indeed extravagant. 
Vhere, let me ask, isthat depression, when 
t really does take place, mostsensibly felt? 


«informed by the butchers and bakers 


France, when the assignats began to | 


ecumulate on.their hands, how differcntly 
hey treated that customer, who came with 
petit-ecu, from him who presented a SIX- 
ivre-assignat, in exchange for the same 
rticle ?——To conclude, Sir : the difter- 
mce of exchange is a perfectly distinct 


Ppuestion, and the very circumstance of 


pur having a paper currency at home, 
will at all times, give us the opportunity 
of reducing it the more easily : because, 
n all cases, difference of exchange can 
oniy be affected in two ways: afund must 
he established, either by merchandize, or 
ymoney. If by money : then may we, 
th safety, drain ourselves ; whichif we 
d not Bank ncies, we could not do to 
he saneextent, and the difference would 
become still greater. If by merchandize : 
hen have I my proof at hand ; for since 


the communication has been revived with 
the continent, the exchange has positively 


allen. And let this communication con- 
inve but for a few months, and I am per- 


suaded it will Go mure to the establishment 


f this point, than all the reasoning, how- 
ver specivus, and however well directed, 


that the inost able advocate on either side 


I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
Cheapside, Dec. 19, 1809. J. V. 


canadvance. 


— 


ENGLISH CATHOLIC MEETING, 


London, Feb. 1, 1810. 

At a numerous and most respectable 
Meeting of English Roman. Catholic No- 
biemen, Gentlemen, and Clergy, held 
this day, at the St. Alban’s Tavern, the 
following Resolutions were unanimously 
adopted :—The Right Hon. Lord Stourton, 
m the Chair; 

Resolved, 1. That the Roman Catholics 
of England are subject to several penal 
and disabling statutes, which have the 
most humiliating and depressing operation 
upon them, and by which they are redu- 
ced to a state of political degradation, high- 
y injurious to their country and to them- 
ee. That arrived, as the United 
‘ngdom is, at the crisis of its fate, una- 
ALY @mong all classes of his Majesty’s 
rsa Jects, is most essential for the preser- 

ten of the Empire, and that nothing 
fan produce thas unanimity, butan equal 
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participation in the rights, privileges, and 
immunities, of tHe British Constitution. 
—3. ‘That the Petition signed by the Ro- 
man Catholics of England, for the repeal 
of these statutes, be presented to Parlia- 
ment.—4. ‘That Earl Grey be requested to 
present the same to the House of Lords, 
and that the Right Hon. William Wind. 
ham be requested to present the same to 
the House of Commons.—5. That the Eng- 
lish Roman Catholics, in soliciting the 
attention of Parliament to their Petition, 
are actuated, not more by a sense of the 
hardships and disabilities uuder which they 
labour, than by a desire to secure, on the 
most solid foundation, the peace and har- 
mony of the British Empire: and to obtain 
for themselves opportunities of manifesting 
by the most active exertions, their zeal 
and interest in the common cause in which 
their country is engaged, for the mainte- 
nance of its freedom and independence ; 
and, that they are firmly persuaded, that 
adequate provision for the maintenance of 
the civil and religious establishments of 
this kingdom, may be made, consistently 
with the strictest adherence on their part, 
tothe tenets and discipline of the Roman 
Catholic Religion. And that any ar- 
rangement founded on this basis of mutual 
satisfaction and security, and extending to 
them the full enjoyment of the civil con- 
stitution of their country, will meet with 
their grateful concurrence.—6, That the 
Thanks of the English Roman Catholics be 
give to our Secretary, Edward Jerningham, 
Esq. for his unabated zeal, persevering 
assiduity, and distinguished prudence in 
the management of our canse.—7. That 
the Thanks of this Meeting be given to the 
Right Honourable Lord Stourton, for his 
conduct in the Chair. 
SrourTton, Chairman. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


Hottanp..... Brasantr. Decree dated 
Paris; Palace of the Thuilleries, Jan. 20, 
1810, 


Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King 
of Italy, Protector of the Rhenish League, 
and Mediator of the Helvetic Confedera- 
tion :—Desirous to provide for the security 
of the northern frontiers of our empire, 
and to place out of danger our dock-yards 
and arsenal at Antwerp, we have decreed 
as follows:—Art. 1. An army shall be 
formed, to be called the Army of Brabant. 
—2. All the country situate betweeg the 
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Maese, the Scheldt, and the Ocean, shall | lessly mocked? To know the true opinioy 
compose the territory ofthe said army.— of the English ministry, it will be suth 


3. All tbe French and allied troops, whe- 
ther naval or military, within that com- 
pass, shall form a part of the Army of 
Brabaut.—4. The fortresses situate be- 
tween the Maese and the Scheldt shall be 
placed jn a state of siege —5. ‘The Mili- 
tary Commanders and French Authorities 
in Holland, are r quired to conform to the 
present orders.e0, ‘The Minister of War 
is charged with the execution of the pre- 
sent Decree. (Signed) NAPOLEON. 


Inhabitants of Brabant, of the islands of 


| 


cient to read the Treasury Journals, and 
the numerous articles in which they ex. 
press with exultation the hopes they had 
conceived, when Austria published |e; 
Dectaration. 

(Speech. )— An attack upon the naval 
“armament and establishments in the 
«« Scheldt, aflorded at once the prospect of 
“ destroying a crowing force, which was 


“daily becoming more formidable to the 


© security of this country.” | 
Proclamation. — [Army of Brabant.]— | 


~ } 


Zealand, and of the islands situate between 


the Maese and ihe Scueldt—tHlis Majesty, 
the Emperor Napoleon, having ordered 
me to take miliary possession of the 
country situate between the Maese and 
the Scheldt, 1 have ordered some steady 
and disciplined troops to march thither, 
who are instructed to respect your cus- 
toms and manners. 1 hope in return they 
wi!l meet with a reception worthy of their 
good conduct, for which | have no hesita- 
tion to pledge mysell. (Signed) 
The Marshal Duke pe Recero. 
Breda, Jan. 28, 1810. 


Notes of the French Official Paper, the 
Moxrrevur, on the King or Eneranp’s 
Spercu at the opening of the Parliament. 


(Speech. )—« Tis Majesty commands us 
“to express to you his dec p regret, that 
« the exertions of the Emperor of Austria, 
“against the ambition and violence of 
¢Frince, have proved unavailing.” 

( Moniteur.) —Whiat grossness of style ! 
If Ausiria bad been victorious, and ber 
armies had arsived at the banks of the 
Rhine, we shou'd have heard England 
boast of having res ored the Austrian mo- 
narchy, and re-established its power 
Engiand alone wouli have done every 
thing. But the enterprize of Ausiria bad 
only calamitous resuits, and the British 
Cabinet now disavows it. Ih follows the 
constant practice of England; and soon 
we shall be required to believe, that Eng- 
lish frigates did not come to Trieste to 
bring subsidies from England; that the 
Cabinet of London had no knowledge of 
the projects of the Court of Vienna; that 
while itseut an army into Spain to main- 
tain the war in the peninsula, while it ex- 
cited the Porte against France, and Swe- 
den against the North, it had no. thought 
of Austria. Can anation be thus shame- 





(Moniteur.)—It was not then to sue. 
cour Austria that you undertook this ex. 
pedition ? 

(Speech.)—* ‘These considerations de. 
“termined his Majesty to employ his 


| forces in an Expedition to the Schelii,” 





(Moniteur.)—Excellent logic! if you 
had wished to excite revolt in the north 
of Germany, you should have landed a 
the mouth of the Elbe, and not in the Isle 
of Walcheren. But there were no ships 
and arsenals to burn at Hambuargh. = Your 
Expeditions are only incendiary Exped- 
tions. —W hat success could you expect ¢ Ii 
did not require much penetration to fee! 
that, at the moment when you attacked 
the sacred territory, millions of arms, 
which could not be employed to fighi in 
Germany, were always ready to be raised 
in defence of their homes, and would rival 
each other in conrage and enthusiast 1 
their defence. ‘lo attack France was not 
to prevent the Emperor from disposing oi 
his troops to conquer Germany, it was 
give him anew army of men, whom, °”¢ 
enrolled, he might retain unde: his lie 
ards as long as he should jade ef, 
The British Cabinet knows little of rein 
and as iittle of the E Nperor ; it has not 
yet been able to appreciate actual circutl- 
stances. Ifthe Eimperor had been ashed 
whit England ought to do to promote his 


interests, he would, no doubt, have ad 





vised her to attack the territory 
France, certain that tie result of this ex 
pedition would be to vive bim an army 
completely equipped, which, after having 
driven the English into ihe sea, might 
march to the Weser, to the Rhine, or 
the Danube. If the war with Ausiria bad 
continued, the 100,000. national guards, 
collected in Belgium, after having repul 

the Loglish, would have taken the direc: 
tion upon the Sth corps, and, have joined 
the army destined to act against Bohem! 
Nothing could have been more easy tt 
to profit by their enthusigam, . A proof 
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s is, that many of the national guards 
sving once left their homes, and returned 
the military bite, have not been willing 

till they had tempted mpre 

zards, ond have entered into 
ew yowrments called “ reziments 
ovat Guards ot the Guard,” regi 


; quit i 
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veri 
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« Flushing. This important object his 
“ majesty was enabled to accomplish in 
“consequence of the reduction of the 
‘Island of Waicheren, by the valour of 
‘ ~~ My 
“ his fleets and armies. 

(Monitcur.)—The mischief done by the 
English, mm the island of Walcheren, is 


10.— Official Papers. 


. 





wich Wei omy pe composed ol 
ken trem the motronal cuards, and 
wilh ma Cito Spo 
uct the Englisy) Cabinet must certainly 
very Ienerant, onee they do net know 
liference berween the sprit of ine 
i Movarohy, and the spirit of the 


Pe | os } ’ ‘ 
nui banpive, betweenthe Royal Court 


lis 


biperial Court. The times are 

nued: the whole word knows it; the 
sy acone remain in blindness. But 

Is Most particular is, that this attack, 

y creating to France new multary forces, 
urccured ber aew resources of finauce. 

L centumes de guerre, which had been 
| several years sinee, have been 
eestaliseed volumarily, and by asimpk 
otic decision of the general councils 
-reater part of the departments 
reatened ; and have sufficed for the ex- 
ences of dus army, raised, as it were, by 


Nehantinent, so ihat nothing will be 
led to " : t 
aded to the expendilure of the budcet. 


I 


‘bh have reas ned thus: ‘Lhe 
suppressed the ceatunes de guerre, 
the mouves which cansed them to 
posed No longer existe.; the enemy 
W opyroaches our frontiers, tt is there- 
ve just to pay them as before. ‘These 
succes, given by patriotism, and the 
“ol. sense of the departments of the 
povth, will be definitively authorised by 
© aW relative to the finances of the year 
You wished to prevent France irom 
nding her troops to the Danube, bat 
0 know not the resources of the empire. 
How, that to cause all your Expeditions 
> fail, the Emperor need not emp oy a 
ngle man of his troops of the line. ‘The 
‘9CO men of gendarmeric, which form 
i¢ finest cavalry in Europe, and a ca- 
alty five times more numerous than any 
vs can bring by sea; the departmental 
“panies, and the national guards, are 
es more than sufficient to frustrate all 
erations you can undertake against 
’ Freach territory. oe: 
bone oe Hi majesty confidently 
i tena vantages materially atlect- 
thn. oy of his Majesty’s domi- 
ttt ae further prosecution of the 
Fee: ee e found to result from the 
Oltion of the docks and arsenals of | 
lili 


' 


estimated at 2,000,000 franes; but they 
have repaned che fortifications of Flush- 
ing, onthe land-side, and lett them in the 
| best condition. ‘rhe expence thereby 
‘curred, is estima! J, by our engineers, 


ruey have lett behind 


atts, bombs, and pieces of ordnance, and 
| suffered a great numbei of their ships to 
i be taken; several of them were laden 
with clothes; 15,000 coats were found 
) on board of one of ihe id ships. On 
| calculating the value of these ditlerent 
{ariicles, and taking every th iIntO ace 
| count, it will be found that our josses are 
{nearly balanced by our gains; at least 
| the iormer do not exceed the latter by 
| 300,000 frances. ‘Lone mines made to blow 
j typ the sluice basin of Fiush- 
| ing, were constructed with such a degree 
| of ignorance, or precipitance, that they 
ldid not efiect their purpose 5 they have 


not damaged the ground-beams, ‘which 
makes a diflerence of a million. Had 
they injure 1 thre grouh -beanis, two years’ 
labour, and en expense of two millions, 
would have been required, to render it 
possible for ships to enter the basin; while 
now, $00,000 francs, and six months’ time, 
will be sutlicient to put the sluice ina 
serviceable condition. On hearing this 
speech, should we not be induced to think, 
that the arsenals and dockyards of Fiushing 
are the arsenals and do. kvards ot Brest ? 
The dockyards, the arsenals, and part of 
the Scheldt, are at Antwe rp, and not in 
flushing. But one 64-gun ship, and one 
frigate, were on the stocks in Flushing. 
The English bave taken these ships to 
pieces, but left us the timber. The expe- 
dition of the English has produced one 
favourable resuit; it has removed all 
manner of doubt on the possibility of ships 
of the line, completely armed, sailing up 
the Scheldt. We have now such an accu- 
rate knowledge of that river, that our 
squadron has arrived at Antwerp, com- 
pletely armed, and has come theie to 
moorings, perfectly sate. The basin of 
Antwerp will be finished in the course of 
this - var, and $0 sail of the line can be 
allo: there, perfectly sheltered from the 
ice. Our ships will, in future, set. sail from 
Aniwerp, completely armed, and having 
, . 
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their provisions, water, and artillery, on 
board. aa 

The Fnelish Ministers insult both the 
Parliament and Europe, by endeavouring 
to make them believe, that, in a war of this 
nature, a mischief done to a basin, not 
exceeding 200,009 frances, can be of any 


weight in the scale. (The rest of the. 


mischief done at Flushing, consists in the 
destruction of the magazines, and 1s esti- 
mated at 1,500,000 francs ; but these ma- 
gazines were useless, and are not to be 
rebuilt.) God grant that England may, 
at all times, pay as dear for the advantages 
which she may obtain, as she has done 
in Walcheren. At the same price we 
offer to her similar advantages every 
month, and fee] convinced that she will be 
ruined at the end of the year. Besides, 
we attach so little importance to Flushing, 
it is so little necessary for us, that were it 
not with a view of preventing England 
from glorying in mischief, which she has 
done on the Continent, we would not ex- 
pend the 300,000 francs, which are re- 
quired to repair the sluice of the basin. 
Besides, we entertained already the in- 
tention of suppressing the dock-yard in 
Flushing, on account of the high price of 
labour, and the prevailing diseases; the 
ship which was building there, had merely 
been put on the stocks toemploy the tim- 
ber found there. We have at Antwerp 
slips for eighteen ships of war, and these 
eighteen ships are actually there on the 
stocks ; what occasion can we then pos- 
sibly have to scatter our dock-yards ? 

(Speech )—* While his Majesty, there- 
“fore, laments, that: Sweden should have 
* found it necessary to purchase peace by 
“ considerable sacrifices, his Majesty can- 
“not complain that she has concluded it 
“ without his Majesty’s participation. It 
‘is his Majesty’s earnest wish, that no 
‘event may occur to ocvasion the inter- 
ruption of those relations of amity, 
“which it is the desire of his Majesty, 
“ and the interest of both countries, to pre- 
* serve.” 

( Moniteur. )\—The generosity of His Bri- 
tannic Majesty is aly admirable. When 
Bweden has lost all her armies, and the 
most important of her provirices, the only 
one which secured her independence, 
without having obtained the least succours 
from England, when she was overwhelmed 
and crushed, in consequence of the dis- 
appearance of Gen. Moore, who, after 
having remained for several months on 


board the transports before Gottenburgh, 


ee 








returned shamefully to England ; whe 
she has sacrificed herself for the cause of 
Great Britain, without the latter hayip, 
fired a shot in her defence ; in fine, whe, 
England, with all her vessels, has not bee 
able to prevent the Russians from taking 
Aland, the enemy threatening to eit; 
Stockholm, and the Swedes being compel. 
ed to purchase peace, one should expec, 
that England would declare, in the fac 
of the world, from a noble and generoy 
policy, that she will never acknowledge 
the dismemberment of Finland, and th 
she will immediately present Sweden with 
Martinico, Cayenne and Malta, and wit) 
all the other acquisitions, which she may 
have made during the war, to indemnity 
Sweden for the losses which she has sv. 
tained ; for,in a general war, the two con: 
bined states make common cause, and the 
conquests of one must serve to repair the 
losses of the other. But a policy so ex. 
alted clashes too much with the narrow 
ideas and egotism of the English Cabinet, 
His Britannic Majesty firmly adheres to 
the principles which induced him to fo 
sake the King of Sardinia and the King of 
Naples ; he is accustomed to reckon m 
the ruin of his allies the moment he signs 
the treaty of alliance with them. Eng 
land declares to Sweden, that she has no 
objection to her having treated withow 
her and parted with her provinces. Ths 
passage is no doubt meant for an irony. 
What else do the English prove by 
than that they forsake the unfortunate. 
Bat has this not already been proved by 
the Kings of Sardinia and Naples? 
Again, you say, that Sweden has mace 
peace with your knowledge; it is, thes, 
with your knowledge, that Sweden has 
precipitated from the throne the Monarct, 
who has brought all his misfortunes 
himself by his attachment to your cause 
The people and the army, who felt indis- 
nant at the blind devotion with which be 
preferred your interests to those of bi 
country, and, urged into action by th 
imminence of the danger, hurled bia 
down from the throne; and they neithet 
stood in need of your permission nor you 
consent, to save the remains of thei cou” 
try. You, therefore, add deception to 
irony. Nor can this passage be consider 
ed with any d of attention, witht 
horror and disgust. Who would conceit 
that it is a king who thus expresses hi 
self? ‘To whom do you allude, when " 
k of the King of Swedien—Lthe ae 
the >? But was not the latter 
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the throne by the unanimous wish of 
» Nobles and the people, of the Court 
d the town, as it were, from a hatred of 
ur principles and of your alliance f 
d the late King, on the contrary, was 
not your most faithful friend and your 
m ally? Has he not sacrificed to you his 
wen, his policy, the blood of his sub- 
+s, and the wealth of his people? Did 
not support you in your infamous ex- 
dition against Copenhagen, and did he 
pt approve all your piracies in the Baltic? 
id not your colours sail in company, and 
J not the most intimate and most friendly 
jations exist between hisCourt and yours? 


'And yet, when this Prince was driven 


m his throne by an act which was ne- 
ssary but violent, which was useful but 
egal, which may save Sweden, but which 
s been, and ever will be, a dishonour to 
u inthe eyes of all Europe; you ac- 
howledge thenew King, who has mounted 


be throne of your friend, and who, for 


e first act of Ins government, has con- 
uded peace with France and Russia, has 
hered to the continental system, has 
ut his ports against you, and has placed 
mself ina state of war with you! You 
ew at least a great deal of complaisance 
d good nature! Unfortunate Gustavus! 

inthy banishment, thou readest this 
eech, what will not be thy astonishment 
d thy grief, not to find in it the slightest 
pression of regret? England, to whom 
ou hast sacrificed thy throne and thy 
mily, deigns not even to honour thee 
ihregret: thou hast been abandoned, de- 
ed from the moment when thou ceasedst 
reign. They disown thee, they con- 
ict themselves towards thee, as if they 
d never known thee; they would al- 
st have it believed, thou hast been 
ir enemy! And it is they, who, by 
Pir fatal friendship, have drawn thee to 
- Precipice, that treat thee thus! History 

see in this conduct, the true character 
English policy; a policy destitute of 
‘ling, which has nv other spring than 
ld; and do we not know, that the thirst 
gold banishes every generous sentiment 
nthe human heart? We find in this 
‘graph, we are bold to say, a proof, 
it the King of England no longer exists 
... 8 A King, who would preserve 
aU sust character of royalty, and, above 
‘ bee who fills the throne stained with 
weal of Charles 1, would have avoid- 
tht ng on such a subject. If circum- 
<> prevented him from openly cen- 
TiNg &@ revolution which had dethroned 








i 





a King his ally, his duty to himself at least 
required that he should avert his eyes from 
it, and in case policy had led him to ratily 
so authentically that extraordinary event, 
his tears should have procurcd pardon for 
the calculations dictated by policy! 
(Speech )—** The expulsion of the French 
“ from Portugal, by His Majesty’s forces 
« ouder Lieutenant General Lord Viscount 
“ Wellington, and the glorious victory 
‘¢ obtained by him at Talavera, contributed 


“ to check the progress of the French arms. 


‘fin the Peninsula, duriug the late cam- 
“« paign.” 

(Moniteur.)—This is excellent! It was 
not the war declared by Austria which 
retarded the conquest of Portugal; it was 
the battle of Talavera which arrested the 
progress of the French army; whereas 
our troops were long stationary, and the 
result of this battle was to Jead them seve- 
ral marches forwarder than the position 
which they had orders to occupy. 

(Speech )-—<« His Majesty relies on the 
“ aid of his Parliament, in his anxious en- 
“ deavours to frustrate the attempts of 
“France against the independence of 
“Spain and Portugal, and against the 
“happiness and freedom of those loyal 
“ and resolute nations,” 

(Moniteur.)—There is in this para- 
graph much bad faith. At the very 
moment when the King spoke thus from 
his throne, his treops were abandoning 
Badajoz, and the left bank of the ‘Tugus, to 
throw themselves on Lisbon, leaving un- 
covered the Sierra Morena, and all Anda- 
lusia. If you had wished not to have to 
regret that Sweden should find it necessary 
to purchase peace by considerable sacri- 
fices, you shon!d have landed 40,000 men 
in Finland. If you had wished to succour 
Austria, you should have sent 40,000 men 
to Trieste orto Hamburgh. And if, when 

ou knew that the battle of Ratisbon had 
fixed the fate of Austria, you had wished 
to succour the Spaniards, your army at 
Wal!lcheren should have been on the field 
of battle at Talavera. But the fame of 
the success and glory of France excites in 
your hearts a rage so violent; a shock so 
tumultuous of all the feelings of hatred 
and fury, that they rise, as it were, in 
clouds of smoke, which obscure your sight, 
You no longer think of what may be use- 
ful to you, but only of what may satisfy 
your rage. You must have murders and 
conflagrations. Thus it wasthat when, at 
Tilsit, peace came for the consolation of 
Europe, and caused tranquillity to succeed 
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to carnage, you shuddered at bebolding 
the prosperity of the Continent, like the 
devils in Milton, on beholding the happi- 
uess of the first pair: and, to dissipate 
your sombre spleen, you have procured 
yourself the borrid spectacle of the burn- 
ing of Copenhagen. You have just seen 
two great nations concur to terminate the 
war, and presently, to console yourself for 
the cessation of these calamities, you recur 
to new scenes of destruction and of massa- 
cre! Since such is your instinct, follow it; 
but spare your irony to the wretches whom 
you ruin. Now that the twe Castiles, La 
Mancha, Arragon, Navarre, Biscay, the 
kingdom of Leon, the province of Sala- 
manea, Catalonia, three-fourths of Valen- 
cia, &c. are in’ our power, you would 
collect the Cortes. You talk of political 
assemblies to men who have no other 
spring of action, no other energy, than 
finaticism and superstition. Where are 
these Cortes to meet, untess on board your 
fleets? But you believe not a word of 
what you tell us, and London believes it 
sull less. ‘There are too many English in 
Spain for you to deceive your nation on 
the true state of affairs in that country. 
Your object is solely to excite the Spant- 
ards to combat the French, while you are 
flying to your ships, Continental wars 
secure you the empire of the seas. You 
behold the French and the Spamiards de- 
stroymg each other. “ They are ene- 
mies,” you say, “that are fighting: Shall 
we be so sense!ess not to irritate their 
quarrels, or not to furnish them with arms? 
Do not the Spaniards pay for our fatal 
presents in a manner most valuable to us? 
Chey pay for them with their own blood.’’ 
This passage completes the developement 
of your conduct, and furnishes every think- 
ing man with a new subject of malediction 
against you. 

We remark in the same paragraph ano- 
ther prosutution of the sovereign power. 
—It speaks of Ferdinand VII. as if the 
King Charles IV. did no longer exist, or as 
if the son eduld be possessed of any right, 
during the father’s life. What would 
George IL. say, were the Prince of Wales, 
with this speech in his hand, to ascend the 
Throne; and if, at the head of: the guards 
at Windsor, and of the people of London, 
be confined his blind and aged father in 
the Tower?) We cannot deny that Europe 
would be authorized to say, in such a case, 
« You have weli deserved this.’’—What 
doctrine fora King who has ason 40 years 
eid! What error! What immorality | 
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the latter would be con.pelled to thi 
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Thus, because the consequence of , 
revolution of valets and of guards has be 
that a king, spotless on the throne, hy 
been precipitated from it by his son, yo, 
acknowledge Ferdinand VIL! This wor 
alone, suflictently explains your ihtrivyy 
in the affairs of Spain. You acknowledy 
Ferdinand, because you have seduced thoy 
around him, and that you have made us 
of the Duke Del’ Infantado to drag hi 
into plots against his father and his motlier 
























under the pretext of attacking the Prine t| 
of Peace. The plan settled by your px. yy 
tizans -vas, that immediately -King Charlie W 


was dethroned, the places should have bee 
provided with ammunition, and strengtli. 
ened; troops marched towards the Py. 
rences have changed afterwards the system, 
and concluded the peace with England, 
You knew sufficiently the character o/ the 
Emperor of the French, to be conviicel 
that he would not agree, and that Fraie: 
would attack Spain; and you thought tut 


herself into your arms, and become you 
slave! Behold the knot and the secret oi 
the affairs of Spain! —Your partizans have 
openly displayed their plots. © Your diea 
ful intrigues had succeeded in arming te 
son against the father. King Charles, pe- 
ceiving his life threatened, called for ve 
support ef his ally, and the assistance i 
his army ; and he is come with the Quets, 
to seek, in the bosom of the French army, 
a shelter from the fury of the mob. 
Were it possible even to think that as 
was capable of possessing any right to [lt 
throne during the life of his father, has 00 
Ferdinand renounced all his rights? Ant 













has not his renunciation been unconstraine! the 
and voluntary? This Speech will ever! act 
main famous, as a monument of inconsist wil 
ency, and of that corruption of politic! 3, 
morals which foretels the dissolution“ Ch 
governments, and the downfall of thrones por 
‘The King of Sweden, the most faith! mn 
ally of England, is overthrown—insteat @ Que 
supporting him, of extending to him ut at 
hand ef assistance, or, at least, of aver"ilf nu 
the eye from so afflicting a spectacle, len 
acknowledge and they approve, !" ~ bine 
speech, every thing that has taken piatt goa 
in Sweden. Thev’ afterwards ackno® Pe 










ledge, during the father’s life, the rights 
the son, who has never yet reigned. 
One of the principal traits in the nF 
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lish character is this. facility of play's re 
with that, than which nothing more 80" ’ 
exists! Gustavus IV, is dethroned, T. 
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ou say with Peter—« I know not the 
an whom ye speak of.” Charles IV. is 
sposed, and you acknowledged a right in 
: mob to settle the throne. Ina word, 
u call a legitimate government, and 


ey hag 
ny Vou 


» Word 
ry ueg rt as’ such, a factious set, who style 
ledge emselves Junta, and who speak in the 


me of Ferdinand the VII. who disowns 
em, and who abhors wretches, whose 


1 those 


Use 
g him ly wish is to ruin their country for the 
other, jvantage of England, whilst the authority 
Prince the name of Ferdinand was used only 
r par. y vagabonds. 
harles We have disdained to be explicit; but 
e been ce this name is uttered from the summit 
gti ithe Throne of England, it will perhaps 
> Py. > not deemed unreasonable to place be- 
stem, re the public, all the documents con- 
land ning this cause. 
of 1 When the partizans of England had ex- 
ved ed the commotions at Aranjuez, when 
‘rative ing Charles, with a pistol at his breast, 
it that nd been compelled to abandon his throne 
throw favour of his son, the King and the 
» your ueen applied to the General, who com- 
ret of anded the French army, placed them- 
g have lves under his protection, and demanded 
{veal be assistance of his ally.—{ Here the Mo- 
ng the teur has the following note:— 
g, pel “ In the Justificatory pieces printed at 
ir the the end of these observations, will be 
nce ol lound, the letterin which the King of 
dueen, Spain announced, the 18th of March 
arty 1508,to the emperor, that he had ac- 
cepted the resignation of the Prince of 
, 2 0 Peace, On the 20th, he wrote to the 
to the “Lmperor, that he had abdicated in fa- 
as not vour of his son, and the Limperor disco- 
+ And vered by this letter, (so different from 
rained the preceding,) that the King had not 
yer Ite acted voluntarily. These two letters 
onsise will be found at No. J, and 2; and, at No. 
Htc 3, will be evidently seen, that King 
ion dl Charles availed himself of the first op- 
ones portunity to protest against his abdica- 
ait hil tion, =6The letters of the King, the 
ead a ueen, and the ancient Queen of Etruria, 
m te at the following numbers, prove how 
ert huch the King was terrified at the vio- 
, they lence of the seditious, and manifest the 
pil resentment he entertained against his 
piatt son,”’ > 
—_ cttinand entered Madrid. The Em- 
a ~ OF, tn order to be nearer to the theatre 


P ray sreat events, came to Bayonne. 
“s ontteur— Note. )—« 'The Emperor re- 

Ceived ) vag " 
erdinand, printed afterwards at No. 


in uy the Chamberlain, Ferdinand 
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» on the road, the letter of Prince 


ee fee 


FEBRUARY 24, 1810.—Oficial Papers. [818 


The King asked to come and meet him 
there, and thither did his son repair also ; 
they both proposed to take the Emperor 
for their judge and arbitrator ; all the 
world knows well that King Charles and 
Ferdinand came to Bayonne spontaneous- 
ly, and that no power of the Emperor 
could have caused them to have come 
otherwise.— Ferdinand was still at Vit- 
toria, and in the centre of his partisans, 
and of his troops, when the Emperor 
wrote, to invite him, the letter annexed, 
No. ——. The Emperor proposed to 
King Charles, to re-establish him on his 
throne ; but the King, overwhelmed with 
infirmities, his mind alarmed atthe dan- 
gers which he had just experienced, and 
viewing with horror the conduct of his 
son, and the excesses committed by an 
| ungovernable populace, preferred to enjoy 
| peaceable days in retirement, and ceded 
ail his rights tothe Emperor Napoleon. 
All those who were then at Bayonne, and 
who have been witness to the august anger 
of the aged King, every time that his son 
has presented himself before him, will 
carry to posterity the impression which it 
has made to their minds; the arbitratory 
sentence could not have been mistaken ; 
it was asubject on which any one was Ca- 
pable of deciding. A son armed against 
! Tt was the cause of all Kings : 








his father ! 
a son, surrounded by the parusans of Eng- 
| land, and wresting the Crown frem_ his 
father, because he had been the faithful 
allv of France. It was, besides, the cause 
of France! The Emperor informed the 
| Prince of Austurias, that he was no longer 
| to rcign over Spain; that the King had 
| ceded to him his rights ; and that he wish- 
ed to exercise his own rights ; neverthe- 
less, a proposal was made to him to return 
to Spain, and promised a safe convoy, 
when the Emperor declared, that he would 
wage war against him, with ali the forces 
of France, to deliver Spain from the infin- 
ence of the English. 

(Note. )—*“ A letter from Prince Ferdi- 
« nand, written during his stay at Bay- 
« onne, (and printed below) evinces what 
« would his disposition have been towards 
« France, had he ascended the Spanish 
« throne.” ] 

Ferdinand, in whom the reproaches of 
his father had caused remorse, who was 
dismayed at what he had seen in Spain, 
and who felt ihat nature had formed him 
to sit upon a tianquil throne, not to main- 
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‘storms, would not re-enter Spain without 
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under his orders. It wasthe duty of the 
Emperor, to make war for the mainte- 
nance of the rights of his crown, and 
those which had been ceded to hifn by 
Charles 1V. and to destroy the projects of 
the partisans of England. Ferdinand pre- 
ferred securing to himself a peacetal lite ; 
he adhered to his father’s step, and re- 
nounced all! his rights to the throne. The 
letters of Prince Ferdinand, annexed here- 
to, prove all these assertions, and it were 
vain to search for asingle letter of his con- 
taining an assertion to the contrary. 

[ Note.-—* His letters to the Emperor, 
« since he las resided at Valency, are also 
« added.—Such letters require no com- 
« ment.’’] 

We know, further, that the Emperor 
made known to the Ambassadors of seve- 
ral Powers of Europe, that if Ferdinand 
wished to return to Spain, he was free to 
doso ; and that he should be escorted b 
French troeps to whatever part he should 
choose: but that Trance would immedi- 
ately make war upon him, and would 
never sullcr him to reign, But Ferdinand 
despises the brigands who use bis name to 
desolate Spain; and it might even be 
proved, by letters from: Saragossa and 
Seville, which the seditions endeavoured 
to convey to Ferdinand, but which were 
intercepted, that he has never had any 
correspondence with Spain, and has nei- 
ther authorised nor approved any of the 
pretended governments there, which abuse 
his name ! 

King Charles has ceded to the Emperor 
all his rights to the throne ; the Spanish 
Princes have also ceded to him theirs. 
(See the treaties printed herewith). King 
Joseph then is alone the King of Spain. 
All the elflvrts which the English have 
hitherto made to prevent his power from 
being recognized by all Spain, have prov- 
ed abortive, and impotent. All we desire 
1s, that, as the speech from the throne 
says, England may continue a contest 
with France single-handed, and that she 
may seriously engage her men and money 
on the Continent. But we are convinced, 
these protestations are merely a snare for 
the unfortunate Spaniards, and that the 
English have determined to abandon them. 
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a promise from France that the French | 
armies should, be withdrawn, or placed 


To fight, they must have easy succes 
and an immediate object. 

(Speech, )—« His Majesty has receive) 
“ the strongest assurances from the Ame. 
«rican Minister resident at this Court tha, 
“ the United States are desirous of mais 
“taining friendly relations between the 
‘two countries, ‘This desire will be my 
“ by a corresponding disposition on the 
“ part of His Majesty.” 

(.Moniieur.)—We scarcely know which 
to admire most, the pusillanimity of Ene. 
land towards Sweden, her irony towards 
Spain, or her conduct towards the United 
States. The latter have just rejected your 
Jackson—Jackson, who ever bears writen 
in his face the name of Copenhagen, aud 
who is so stigmatized, that every relation 
with him can only produce dishonour! 
They have laid an embargo on yoor ves 
sels; they have been deaf to your im 
trigues, and you are become bumble, pliant 
and mild! You consider yourselves happy 
that the United States. have not deter. 
mined to make war upon you.  W henee 
this language? menask one another with 
astonishment. It shews a pusillanimity 
highly worthy of tlie rest of the speech 
There is nothing to gain by war with 
America, and with you every thing 1 
done for gold. Men only fight for gai, 
and it is only for gold youshed your blood, 
Thinking men see, on the banners of yeur 
troops, in lieu of the leopards of your a 
mori¢s, these symbols of nobility anid 
chivalry, bales of sugar, of tea, ani of 
coflve. It is for these you fight. ut 
commerce would reap no profit from wil 
with the United Siates, and from tha 
moment you are deaf to every insult. 

(Speeci.)—* He commands us to & 
“ press how deeply he regrets the pressure 
“ upon his subjects, which the protracted 
‘‘ continuance of the war renders in 
 vitable.” 

(Moniteur.)—France makes war wit!0" 
increasing her taxes; they have been co™ 
siderably diminished, and they are 1 
nishing every day; but yours are incre 
ing inadreadful progression. Be consi 
ent: if you are obliged every year toh." 
recourse to enormous loans to pay Ye" 
deficit, how.can you support a perpetual 
war. 





(To be continued. ) 
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